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Introduction to the Series: Exposing Islam – Truth vs. Error 

A Watchman’s Burden 

Every generation must face the reality of false religion. Some counterfeits wear a thin 
disguise; others stand openly opposed to the gospel of Jesus Christ. In our time, one of the 
most pressing and aggressive false systems confronting the church is Islam — not only in 
its militant form overseas, but in its increasing presence in neighborhoods, cities, and even 
small towns across America. 

From the mosques rising in rural communities to the growing influence of the Nation of 
Islam, this movement is no longer distant. It is not simply a matter for the Middle East or 
urban centers; it is knocking on the door of every nation, every city, every street. And while 
Islam comes in many faces — cultural, political, militant, and reformist — its core 
teachings remain opposed to the gospel of grace and liberty in Christ. 

As Ezekiel 33 reminds us, God appoints watchmen who must sound the trumpet when 
danger approaches: 

“Son of man, I have made thee a watchman unto the house of Israel: therefore thou shalt 
hear the word at my mouth, and warn them from me.” 

This series is written in that spirit. Not out of hatred for Muslims — for Christ died for them 
and calls them to salvation — but out of love for truth and out of obedience to our duty as 
watchmen. 

 

America’s Biblical Foundation 

The United States was not founded on the Qur’an. It was not built upon the pillars of 
shari’ah law. Its roots are not in Mecca or Medina. America was shaped by the Bible — and 
not just any Bible, but the King James Bible, which guided the hearts of early preachers, 
settlers, and statesmen. From its pages came the conviction of liberty, the dignity of man 
made in God’s image, and the moral framework for law and governance. 



Now imagine the contrast: in towns once known only for their churches and steeples, 
Islamic centers, temples, and mosques are rising. In schools once opened with prayer to 
the God of the Bible, Islamic instruction and accommodation increasingly press for 
influence. What was once foreign is now familiar, what was once distant is now domestic. 

This is not alarmism; it is reality. And it demands discernment. 

 

The Appeal of Islam 

Why does Islam continue to spread? Why does it appeal to so many, even in the West? 
Because it offers what false systems always offer: 

• Identity in a fractured world. 

• Discipline in a culture of chaos. 

• Community in a time of loneliness. 

• Certainty in a climate of confusion. 

Yet, as we shall see throughout this series, these are counterfeits. They look like wisdom 
but are “will-worship” and “neglecting of the body” (Colossians 2:23). They cannot cleanse 
the heart, nor bring peace with God. They offer law without grace, bondage without liberty, 
and death instead of life. 

 

The Rising Threat of Militancy 

Not every Muslim is militant, but the spirit of militancy lies within the system itself. Groups 
like ISIS, al-Qa’ida, Boko Haram, and the Taliban represent not an aberration but a 
consistent thread woven through Islamic history: the use of violence to spread faith, 
enforce conformity, and silence dissent. 

Even the Nation of Islam in the U.S., though different in origin and culture, carries elements 
of this militant spirit: separatism, exclusivity, and hostility to the true gospel of Christ. It 
offers a counterfeit “revival” for African-Americans, rooted not in grace but in racial pride, 
not in liberty but in bondage. 

The warning is clear: when Islam grows unchecked, it does not produce freedom but 
control; not flourishing but fear; not Christ but antichrist. 

 



Why This Series Matters 

This 15-part series is not written to stir hatred but to awaken discernment. It is not aimed at 
attacking individuals but at exposing systems of error. It is not written in fear but in the 
liberty of Christ, for we know the gates of hell shall not prevail against His church (Matthew 
16:18). 

In these essays we will: 

• Define the nature of militant Islam. 

• Expose its spirits of fear, control, and false revival. 

• Show how it abuses the vulnerable and corrupts society. 

• Highlight the complicity of the West in feeding its narrative. 

• Contrast every false promise with the true liberty found only in Christ. 

Above all, we will hold out hope for Muslims. The same gospel that saved Paul — once a 
persecutor breathing threats and slaughter — can save them. The same grace that 
transformed nations in revival can transform lives trapped in bondage to Islam. 

 

Conclusion: A Trumpet Blast 

This is a watchman’s trumpet, a series to equip believers for the rising tide of Islam in the 
world and in our own backyards. As mosques multiply and the Nation of Islam grows in 
influence, we cannot afford ignorance. We must know what Islam teaches, how it spreads, 
and why it appeals. More importantly, we must know how to answer it — not with carnal 
weapons but with the sword of the Spirit, the Word of God. 

The King James Bible remains our anchor. Its message of grace, liberty, and salvation 
through Christ stands in direct opposition to militant religion. The contrast could not be 
clearer: law versus grace, bondage versus liberty, death versus life. 

This series is written with one aim: to exalt Christ above every false system, to expose 
the errors of militant Islam, and to equip believers to stand fast in the liberty 
wherewith Christ has made us free. 

 

 

 



1 of 15: Exposing Islam – Why Study This? 

Introduction 

Every generation of believers is called to a task. Some are called to build, others to comfort, 
others to evangelize, and some are called to stand on the walls like watchmen. In the Book 
of Ezekiel, the prophet was set as a watchman over the house of Israel, charged with the 
duty of blowing the trumpet when danger was approaching. His call was not one of 
popularity or ease, but of responsibility and love for the people. Ezekiel 33:7–9 says: 

“So thou, O son of man, I have set thee a watchman unto the house of Israel; therefore thou 
shalt hear the word at my mouth, and warn them from me. When I say unto the wicked, O 
wicked man, thou shalt surely die; if thou dost not speak to warn the wicked from his way, 
that wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but his blood will I require at thine hand. 
Nevertheless, if thou warn the wicked of his way to turn from it; if he do not turn from his 
way, he shall die in his iniquity; but thou hast delivered thy soul.” 

The duty of the watchman is not born out of hatred. It is born out of love. A man who 
despises his neighbor will remain silent when destruction comes. A man who loves his 
neighbor will sound the alarm, even if his voice is ridiculed or ignored. This is why we must 
study, understand, and expose the errors of false systems—especially when they put lives 
at risk, both physically and eternally. 

In this opening essay, we will lay the foundation for a 15-part study that examines the 
characteristics, causes, and consequences of militant Islam, interwoven with biblical 
truth. We do not embark on this journey with hatred toward individuals but with a love for 
truth, a love for souls, and a responsibility to shine light on darkness. 

 

A Watchman’s Heart: Compassion and Conviction 

Before tackling the subject of Islam, let me first speak of the heart behind this series. I am 
not motivated by animosity or prejudice. In my personal life, I have shown kindness to 
Muslim neighbors, sharing meals and conversations with them. I have rescued animals, 
cared for injured creatures, and lived with a heart that recoils at unnecessary harm. That is 
my nature: compassion for the weak, love for the vulnerable, and concern for the lost. 

Yet compassion alone is not enough. The same heart that cares for a trapped butterfly must 
also sound the alarm when wolves circle the flock. This is not contradiction—it is 
consistency. The shepherd who loves his sheep will be gentle toward them but fierce 
against the wolves. 



Jesus Himself demonstrated this balance. He welcomed sinners, ate with publicans, and 
healed the broken, but He also overturned the tables of the money changers and 
denounced the Pharisees as vipers and hypocrites. His compassion did not contradict His 
confrontation; it completed it. Likewise, as watchmen we are called to expose error, not out 
of spite but out of faithfulness to the truth. 

 

Why Islam Must Be Examined 

Some may ask, “Why focus on Islam? Isn’t it better to simply preach the gospel and leave 
false religions alone?” The answer is that preaching the gospel and exposing falsehood are 
not opposites—they are complements. The apostle Paul, in nearly every city he visited, 
reasoned not only of Christ but also against idols and false systems. When he stood on 
Mars Hill, he did not ignore the altar to the unknown god; he used it as a platform to declare 
the true God (Acts 17:23). 

Islam must be examined because it presents itself as the final revelation of God, 
superseding both the Old and New Testaments. It denies the Sonship of Christ, denies His 
death and resurrection, and replaces salvation by grace with submission to law. Worse still, 
in its militant expressions, it cloaks violence, oppression, and abuse under the guise of 
holiness. To remain silent in the face of such claims would be to neglect our duty as 
watchmen. 

 

The Balance of Truth and Love 

It is crucial, however, to maintain balance. Not every Muslim is a terrorist, nor is every 
mosque a breeding ground for militancy. Many Muslims are kind, peaceful people who 
desire nothing more than to live their lives. Yet the system of Islam, particularly in its 
militant forms, is driven by spiritual forces that enslave, deceive, and destroy. 

Paul wrote in Ephesians 6:12: 

“For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, 
against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.” 

Our battle is not with individual Muslims but with the spiritual powers that animate false 
systems. By exposing these systems, we are not condemning people but freeing them from 
deception. Just as a doctor must name the disease before prescribing the cure, we must 
expose the errors of Islam in order to offer the cure of Christ. 

 



The Call to Discernment 

Discernment is more than knowledge; it is the ability to distinguish between truth and error, 
light and darkness, the voice of God and the whisper of the enemy. In a world of religious 
pluralism, discernment is dismissed as intolerance, but without it the flock is vulnerable. 

Hebrews 5:14 says: 

“But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use 
have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.” 

A mature believer must be able to discern error in order to cling to truth. This series will 
train our senses by examining the claims of militant Islam in the light of Scripture and 
history. 

 

Why Sociological Insights Matter 

You may ask, why bring in a book like Militant Islam: A Sociology of Characteristics, Causes 
and Consequences by Stephen Vertigans? Because even secular analysis can illuminate 
patterns that Scripture already warns us about. The Bible tells us that false systems appeal 
to the flesh, promise power, and exploit fear. Sociology confirms this by showing how 
militant Islam offers identity, control, and purpose to disoriented individuals . 

By weaving biblical truth with sociological observation, we can better understand not only 
what militant Islam teaches but why it appeals to so many. This is not to glorify it but to 
expose it with clarity. 

 

Exposing Error Saves Lives 

Ezekiel 33 makes it clear: the watchman’s silence costs lives. When militants use religion 
to justify violence, the innocent suffer. Women and children are caught in the crossfire, 
communities are torn apart, and souls are hardened against the gospel. To remain silent 
would be to abandon them. 

Exposing error also saves souls. By demonstrating that Islam cannot offer salvation, we 
clear the ground for the true gospel to be heard. Just as Elijah confronted the prophets of 
Baal before the fire fell on Mount Carmel, so we must confront false prophets before the 
truth of Christ is revealed. 

 



Conclusion: Love That Warns 

This series begins not with anger but with love. Love warns. Love discerns. Love exposes 
lies so that truth may shine. As we embark on this 15-part journey, let us remember that our 
goal is not to condemn Muslims but to unmask the spirits behind militant Islam. 

We are watchmen on the wall. We sound the trumpet not because we hate the city but 
because we love it. We expose error not because we despise people but because we long 
to see them set free. We study these things not to glorify evil but to magnify Christ, who 
alone is the Way, the Truth, and the Life. 

Let us take up the mantle of Ezekiel, the courage of Paul, and the compassion of Christ. The 
trumpet must be blown, the error must be exposed, and the truth must be declared. 

 

 

2 of 15: Exposing Islam – What is Militant Islam? 

Introduction 

To expose error, we must first define it clearly. If we are to stand as watchmen on the walls, 
sounding the trumpet when danger approaches, we must know the shape, the nature, and 
the strategies of the enemy. Vague warnings are not enough. Precision is required. Just as 
Ezekiel was charged to warn the wicked in specific terms, so too we must be specific in 
identifying the spirit behind militant Islam. 

In this essay, we will define what militant Islam is — not merely in the popular imagination, 
but in the words of scholars, sociologists, and most importantly, in the light of Scripture. 
We will distinguish militant Islam from mainstream Muslims, recognizing that not all who 
profess Islam participate in or approve of violence. Yet we will show how the ideology of 
militant Islam justifies violence, cloaking it in religious language and spiritual authority. 

This is not a study of Islam in its entirety, nor is it a condemnation of all Muslims. It is an 
exposure of the militant strand of Islam, a strand that has left trails of blood from the 
deserts of the Middle East to the streets of Western cities. It is an ideology that appeals to 
the disoriented, the disillusioned, and the deceived, promising them identity, purpose, and 
salvation through destruction. 

Let us examine what militant Islam is, and why it matters that we discern it. 

 

Defining Militant Islam 



Stephen Vertigans, in his book Militant Islam: A Sociology of Characteristics, Causes and 
Consequences, offers a careful distinction between Islam as a religion and militant Islam 
as a movement. He points out that militant Islam must not be confused with the faith 
practiced by over a billion Muslims worldwide. Instead, it represents a small but influential 
minority who interpret the Qur’an, hadith, and Islamic history in ways that legitimize 
political violence . 

Militant Islam, then, is not simply a matter of religious devotion. It is a fusion of politics, 
ideology, and spirituality, bound together by the belief that Islam must dominate every 
sphere of life — personal, social, economic, and political. For militants, there is no 
separation between mosque and state, between faith and sword. Religion is not a private 
matter of prayer and fasting but a comprehensive system of governance to be enforced by 
any means necessary. 

Where mainstream Muslims may attend the mosque, observe Ramadan, and live 
peacefully within secular societies, militant Muslims see such compromise as apostasy. To 
them, Islam is incomplete unless it controls law, education, politics, culture, and warfare. 
This distinction is crucial: Islam as a whole is diverse, with wide variations across regions 
and cultures. But militant Islam is unified by a single ambition — to expand by force. 

 

Sociological Characteristics 

Vertigans identifies several sociological characteristics that distinguish militant Islam from 
mainstream Islam : 

1. Totalizing Ideology – Militants reject the division between sacred and secular. All 
life must come under shari’ah law, interpreted through their own lens. 

2. Justification of Violence – Violence is not an accident or aberration; it is seen as 
divinely sanctioned when it serves the cause of Islam. 

3. Identity Politics – Militancy appeals to Muslims who feel alienated, marginalized, or 
humiliated by the West. It offers them dignity and belonging within the umma (global 
Islamic community). 

4. Takfir (Excommunication) – Militants often declare other Muslims apostates if they 
reject militancy, justifying attacks even on fellow Muslims. 

5. Historical Romanticism – Militants glorify the early caliphate as a “Golden Age” 
and call for its restoration through jihad. 



6. Networks, Not Nations – Militant groups often operate as transnational “networks 
of networks,” unbound by geography but united by ideology. 

7. Apocalyptic Narrative – Many militants frame their struggle as the final battle 
between Islam and unbelief, giving cosmic significance to their actions. 

Each of these characteristics can be traced not only in the rhetoric of militant leaders but 
also in the actions of groups across the globe. From al-Qa’ida to Boko Haram, from ISIS to 
Hamas, the patterns repeat: identity, control, violence, and justification. 

 

Ideology that Justifies Violence 

Militant Islam does not see violence as a necessary evil; it sees it as an act of worship. In 
their interpretation, jihad is not limited to an inner spiritual struggle but is primarily an 
outward physical battle. While classical Islamic jurisprudence allowed for defensive 
warfare, militant ideologues expand jihad to include aggressive conquest, assassination, 
and terrorism. 

Sayyid Qutb, one of the most influential militant thinkers of the 20th century, argued that 
Islam must overthrow jahiliyya (the ignorance of societies not governed by shari’ah). For 
him, violence was not merely permitted but required to bring about God’s rule on earth. 
Osama bin Laden later adopted and expanded this logic, declaring that killing Americans, 
Jews, and other perceived enemies was not only justified but obligatory. 

This ideological framework allows militants to bypass moral restraints. By labeling 
opponents as infidels, apostates, or enemies of God, they strip them of human dignity and 
place them outside the bounds of compassion. Children, women, and non-combatants are 
no longer protected. Suicide bombers are promised paradise. Martyrdom is glorified as the 
highest form of devotion. 

In this way, ideology becomes a weapon sharper than any sword. It transforms murder into 
worship, terrorism into theology, and destruction into duty. 

 

Distinguishing Mainstream Muslims 

It is vital to make clear that mainstream Muslims do not share these militant 
interpretations. Many Muslims practice their faith quietly, focusing on prayer, fasting, 
charity, and family life. They reject terrorism, denounce suicide bombings, and desire 
peace. For them, Islam is a personal and communal religion, not a political machine of 
conquest. 



Vertigans notes that the overwhelming majority of the world’s 1.3 billion Muslims are not 
militants and do not support violence . Yet, because militant groups dominate headlines, 
the world often perceives Islam through the lens of militancy. This distortion inflates fear 
and fuels prejudice, further isolating peaceful Muslims and sometimes driving the 
disillusioned into the arms of militants. 

Therefore, as watchmen, we must hold two truths in balance: not all Muslims are militants, 
but all militant groups justify themselves through Islam. To deny the latter is naïve; to 
conflate the former is unjust. Discernment requires both clarity and compassion. 

 

Biblical Parallels 

The Bible warns repeatedly of false prophets and violent systems cloaked in religion. Jesus 
said in Matthew 7:15: 

“Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are 
ravening wolves.” 

Militant Islam is precisely such a system. It wears the clothing of religion, quoting Scripture, 
invoking God’s name, and promising paradise. Yet inwardly it is driven by wolves — spirits 
of violence, fear, and control. 

The apostle Paul also warned in Galatians 1:8: 

“But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which 
we have preached unto you, let him be accursed.” 

Islam, in all its forms, denies the gospel of grace through the death, burial, and resurrection 
of Jesus Christ. But militant Islam goes further: it replaces grace with bloodshed, the cross 
with the sword. 

 

Why This Matters 

Why study militant Islam? Because ignorance is dangerous. The believer who does not 
understand the nature of the enemy will be caught off guard. The church that refuses to 
discern will be infiltrated by deception. The society that minimizes the threat will be 
blindsided by violence. 

As Ezekiel 33 reminds us, the watchman who fails to warn bears the blood of the people. 
But the one who warns, even if ignored, has delivered his soul. 



By defining militant Islam, by distinguishing it from mainstream Muslims, and by exposing 
the ideology that justifies violence, we fulfill our duty as watchmen. We do not do this to 
hate, but to protect. We do not do this to condemn, but to deliver. We do not do this to 
glorify evil, but to magnify Christ as the only true Prince of Peace. 

 

Conclusion 

Militant Islam is not Islam as a whole, but it is Islam at its most dangerous. It is an ideology 
that justifies violence, sanctifies terror, and demands submission. It thrives on identity 
crises, political grievances, and spiritual deception. It is a wolf in sheep’s clothing, a 
counterfeit gospel, and a spirit of bondage. 

As believers, we must not confuse all Muslims with militants, but neither must we ignore 
the reality of militant Islam. To expose it is not hatred; it is love. To define it is not prejudice; 
it is discernment. To study it is not obsession; it is obedience to the call of the watchman. 

Let us then proceed with eyes open, Bibles in hand, and hearts full of compassion. The 
trumpet must sound, for the danger is real. But so is the hope: Christ alone is the Way, the 
Truth, and the Life. 

 

 

3 of 15: Exposing Islam – The Spirit of Control 

Introduction 

Every false system of religion carries within it the seed of control. Where the Spirit of the 
Lord is, there is liberty (2 Corinthians 3:17). Where the spirit of deception reigns, there is 
bondage. At the heart of militant Islam lies this very spirit: a totalizing drive to control every 
area of human life—politics, law, education, family, and even the most private thoughts 
and behaviors. It is not satisfied with personal devotion or voluntary belief; it demands 
submission. 

This is why the Qur’an itself defines Islam as “submission.” In its militant expression, that 
submission is not a willing offering to God but an enforced surrender to an authoritarian 
system. This is not unique to Islam—every false religion tends toward domination—but in 
militant Islam it becomes a defining characteristic. It builds its entire ideology upon the 
demand that all bow the knee, not out of love, but out of fear. 

Galatians 5:1 draws the starkest possible contrast: 



“Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not 
entangled again with the yoke of bondage.” 

The gospel of Christ liberates. Militant Islam enslaves. The Spirit of Christ invites 
relationship; the spirit of militant Islam imposes tyranny. In this essay, we will expose how 
that spirit of control operates in four major arenas—politics, law, education, and private 
life—and how Scripture offers the only true liberty that breaks its chains. 

 

Control in Politics: The Pursuit of the Caliphate 

At the core of militant Islam is the belief that there can be no legitimate government outside 
of Islamic rule. Secular states, democracies, monarchies, or any system not rooted in 
shari’ah are viewed as illegitimate and destined for overthrow. Militants long for the 
restoration of the caliphate—a centralized Islamic empire that unites the Muslim world 
under one political and spiritual authority. 

This is not mere nostalgia. It is a present political ambition. Groups such as ISIS openly 
declared themselves a caliphate, demanding allegiance from Muslims worldwide. Their 
propaganda dripped with images of black flags flying over global capitals, symbolizing the 
spread of their control. Even when these groups lose territory, the ideology persists: Islam 
must dominate governments, rewrite constitutions, and silence opposition. 

Vertigans points out that militant Islam is not content with reform or coexistence. It is 
inherently totalitarian, seeking to create a system where politics is indistinguishable from 
religion . Unlike mainstream Muslims who adapt to local governments, militants see 
compromise as betrayal. Their spirit of control allows no rival. 

Biblical Contrast 

The Bible affirms that earthly rulers exist under God’s providence (Romans 13:1–2). While 
believers may live under unjust governments, they are not called to overthrow them 
through violence but to submit insofar as conscience allows, always putting Christ above 
Caesar (Acts 5:29). The kingdom of God is not advanced by carnal weapons (2 Corinthians 
10:4). 

Where militant Islam seeks to dominate politically, Christ calls His followers to be pilgrims 
and strangers, looking for a heavenly city whose builder and maker is God (Hebrews 11:10). 
The difference could not be clearer: one system enslaves through political control, the 
other liberates through spiritual citizenship. 

 



Control in Law: The Enforced Shari’ah 

Militant Islam seeks to enforce shari’ah law not as a matter of personal conscience but as a 
universal code governing all people. This includes hudud punishments (such as stoning, 
amputation, and flogging), strict regulations on dress, dietary restrictions, and rigid gender 
roles. In militant regions, violators are executed, women are forced into coverings, and 
even minor infractions are met with brutal punishment. 

Shari’ah is presented as divine law, unchangeable and eternal. To question it is to question 
Allah himself. This legalism becomes a yoke of bondage so heavy that no one can bear it. It 
does not merely legislate behavior; it polices the soul. It creates a society where fear, not 
love, governs obedience. 

Vertigans notes that militants often use shari’ah as a weapon to consolidate power, 
applying it selectively to silence opponents while excusing their own abuses . Thus, law 
becomes not an instrument of justice but of tyranny. 

Biblical Contrast 

The apostle Paul fought against a similar spirit in Galatians. Legalists sought to bind 
Christians under the Mosaic law, demanding circumcision and rituals. Paul thundered 
back with Galatians 5:1: “Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us 
free.” 

The law, Paul argued, was a schoolmaster to bring us to Christ (Galatians 3:24), but once 
faith has come, we are no longer under its bondage. Where Islam enforces law as a path to 
salvation, the gospel declares salvation as a gift apart from law. Where militants impose 
obedience through fear, Christ produces obedience through love. The contrast is absolute. 

 

Control in Education: Indoctrination from Youth 

Militant Islam understands the power of education. From madrassas that drill children in 
rote recitations of the Qur’an to propaganda videos that glorify martyrdom, militants seek 
to control the minds of the young. Children are taught not only to memorize scripture but to 
hate infidels, despise the West, and aspire to jihad. 

This indoctrination is deliberate. A pliable generation ensures the survival of the 
movement. By controlling schools, militants control the future. They erase alternative 
viewpoints, restrict access to secular knowledge, and punish critical thinking. Science, 
literature, and philosophy are suppressed unless they serve militant ideology. 



Vertigans observes that education in militant contexts is less about knowledge and more 
about identity formation . Young people are not merely taught what to think but who they 
are: warriors in a cosmic struggle. Their textbooks are not neutral; they are weapons. 

Biblical Contrast 

Proverbs 22:6 instructs believers: “Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is 
old, he will not depart from it.” Training children is not wrong—it is biblical. The difference 
lies in the spirit and content of that training. Christians teach children to love God and 
neighbor (Matthew 22:37–39), to walk in truth (3 John 4), and to seek wisdom (Proverbs 
4:7). Militant Islam, by contrast, trains children for hatred and violence. 

True Christian education liberates minds to think, discern, and grow. Militant education 
shackles minds to ideology. One produces free men and women; the other produces 
slaves. 

 

Control in Private Life: Policing the Individual 

Perhaps the most invasive form of control in militant Islam is its reach into the private lives 
of individuals. From what a person eats to how they dress, from who they marry to how they 
pray, every detail is regulated. In some militant regions, morality police roam the streets, 
punishing women for uncovered hair, men for trimmed beards, or youths for holding hands. 

Private sins become public crimes. Thought and behavior are constantly surveilled. Fear of 
exposure keeps people in line. There is no safe place, no inner sanctuary, where a soul can 
wrestle honestly with faith. Even conscience is hijacked, replaced by collective pressure 
and external enforcement. 

This control is not godly conviction; it is human coercion. The Holy Spirit convicts in love, 
leading to repentance. Militant Islam coerces in fear, leading to conformity. 

Biblical Contrast 

Romans 14:4 asks: “Who art thou that judgest another man’s servant? to his own master he 
standeth or falleth.” Scripture affirms that each believer answers to God in matters of 
conscience. Christ invites His people to personal relationship, not forced ritual. 

Paul wrote in Galatians 2:4 about “false brethren unawares brought in, who came in privily 
to spy out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, that they might bring us into bondage.” 
This is precisely the spirit behind militant Islam: spying out liberty, enslaving souls, 
destroying freedom. 



 

The Fruits of Control: Fear, Bondage, and Death 

When militant Islam controls politics, law, education, and private life, the fruits are 
predictable: fear, bondage, and death. Societies under its rule are marked by brutality, 
stagnation, and despair. Women are silenced, children are weaponized, men are enslaved, 
and the gospel is forbidden. 

But these fruits are not unique to Islam. They are the universal fruits of the spirit of control, 
wherever it manifests. Catholic inquisitions, cult leaders, authoritarian regimes—all share 
the same DNA: a hatred of liberty and a lust for domination. The spirit of militant Islam is 
but one expression of the broader spirit of antichrist, which exalts itself against the 
knowledge of God (2 Thessalonians 2:4). 

 

Christ’s Liberty vs. Islam’s Bondage 

Against this backdrop, the words of Galatians 5:1 ring like a trumpet blast: “Stand fast 
therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free.” 

Christ’s liberty is not lawlessness. It is not a freedom to sin, but a freedom from bondage. It 
is the liberty of knowing that salvation is secure in Christ, not dependent on rituals, 
punishments, or enforced obedience. It is the liberty of serving God out of love, not fear. 

This liberty transforms every sphere that militant Islam seeks to control: 

• Politics – In Christ, believers are citizens of heaven, not pawns of earthly empires. 

• Law – In Christ, believers are justified by faith, not condemned by law. 

• Education – In Christ, truth sets minds free, not chains them to propaganda. 

• Private Life – In Christ, conscience is guided by the Spirit, not coerced by force. 

The spirit of control enslaves. The Spirit of Christ liberates. 

 

Conclusion 

Militant Islam is more than a religion; it is a system of control. It seeks to dominate politics, 
law, education, and private life, leaving no room for liberty. Its spirit is one of bondage, fear, 
and oppression. 



But the gospel exposes and breaks that spirit. Christ calls His people to stand fast in liberty, 
to resist bondage, and to walk in the freedom of the Spirit. As watchmen, we must sound 
the alarm: the spirit of control is real, but the Spirit of liberty is greater. 

The walls of bondage will not stand forever. The trumpet has sounded, the warning has 
gone forth, and the truth has been declared: “If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye 
shall be free indeed” (John 8:36). 

 

 

4 of 15: Exposing Islam – The Doctrine of Jihad: Truth vs. Error 

Introduction 

Every false system twists truth to serve its agenda. Words are redefined, concepts are re-
shaped, and ideas that may once have carried restraint are recast as justifications for 
oppression. In militant Islam, one of the most abused concepts is that of jihad. 

To many in the West, jihad is synonymous with terrorism. To many Muslims, however, jihad 
has historically been understood more broadly: sometimes as an inner struggle against sin, 
sometimes as defense of the community, and sometimes as a sanctioned military 
campaign. The confusion lies in how different groups interpret and apply the term. 

For militants, jihad is stripped of nuance and inflated into a divine license for endless war. 
Suicide bombings, massacres of innocents, and indiscriminate terror are all cloaked in the 
mantle of jihad. What once may have been a word of discipline or defense becomes a 
banner of blood. 

In this essay we will: 

1. Define the classical Islamic categories of jihad (greater vs. lesser). 

2. Examine how militants have reinterpreted jihad to justify violence. 

3. Contrast militant jihad with the teaching of Christ in Matthew 5:44: “But I say unto 
you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, 
and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you.” 

4. Draw out the implications for believers today, as watchmen who expose error and 
point toward truth. 

 

Jihad in Classical Islam: Greater and Lesser 



The Arabic word jihad literally means “struggle” or “striving.” In early Islamic tradition, it has 
been divided into two broad categories: 

• The “greater jihad” – Often described as the internal spiritual struggle against sin, 
selfishness, and disobedience. Some traditions (though disputed among scholars) 
trace this to a hadith where Muhammad allegedly said that the struggle against 
one’s own desires is the greater jihad. 

• The “lesser jihad” – The outward, physical struggle, typically interpreted as armed 
defense of the Muslim community against external aggression. 

In its most restrained interpretation, jihad was not understood as random violence or 
expansionist war, but as a regulated form of defense. Rules were attached: civilians were 
not to be harmed, treaties were to be honored, and war was not to be undertaken lightly. 

Even here, however, the seeds of expansion existed. The Qur’an contains verses that permit 
and even encourage fighting against unbelievers, though these verses were historically 
contextualized by scholars. Classical jurists often debated the conditions under which 
jihad was obligatory. 

Thus, from the beginning, jihad carried tension: Was it primarily inward or outward? 
Defensive or offensive? Limited or open-ended? These questions left the concept open to 
reinterpretation. 

 

The Militant Reinterpretation of Jihad 

Militant Islam seizes upon the ambiguities of jihad and magnifies its most violent potential. 
For militants, jihad is no longer one duty among many; it is the essence of faith. It is not 
occasional defense but perpetual war. It is not limited to battlefields but expanded to 
marketplaces, schools, buses, and airplanes. 

Sayyid Qutb and the Ideological Shift 

One of the key figures in modern militant thought was Sayyid Qutb (1906–1966). A leading 
member of the Muslim Brotherhood in Egypt, Qutb wrote extensively on the need to 
overthrow jahiliyya—the state of ignorance that he believed dominated Muslim societies 
not ruled by shari’ah. For Qutb, jihad was the tool by which this overthrow would occur. 

He rejected the idea of jihad as merely defensive. Instead, he argued that jihad must be 
offensive, proactive, and revolutionary. It was the duty of Muslims to destroy systems of 
unbelief and replace them with Islamic governance. 



Osama bin Laden and the Globalization of Jihad 

Decades later, Osama bin Laden built upon Qutb’s foundation. In his 1998 fatwa, bin 
Laden declared it the duty of every Muslim to kill Americans and their allies—civilian or 
military—wherever they could be found. He framed this not as terrorism but as jihad. 

Here the militant reinterpretation is clear: 

• Defensive jihad becomes offensive conquest. 

• Limits on violence are erased. 

• Civilians become legitimate targets. 

• Suicide, once prohibited in Islam, is rebranded as martyrdom. 

The word jihad becomes a tool of propaganda, sacralizing what is otherwise simple murder. 

 

The Spiritual Deception Behind Militant Jihad 

From a biblical perspective, what we see in militant jihad is the work of deception. Satan 
has always sought to twist religion into a weapon of destruction. In John 8:44, Jesus said of 
the devil: 

“He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no 
truth in him.” 

When men strap bombs to themselves in the name of God, convinced they are doing His 
will, they are not serving the Lord of heaven but the murderer of souls. They have believed a 
lie so total that it rebrands sin as sanctity and bloodshed as blessing. 

 

Comparing Jihad with Christ’s Command 

Nowhere is the contrast sharper than in the words of Jesus in Matthew 5:44: 

“But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that 
hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you.” 

Jihad Commands Violence 

Militant jihad demands the destruction of enemies. It sanctifies hatred. It elevates 
vengeance as virtue. 

Christ Commands Love 



Jesus commands His followers not only to refrain from violence but to actively love those 
who oppose them. The Christian is called to bless, to do good, and to pray for persecutors. 

This is not weakness but strength. It takes no courage to kill an enemy; it takes supernatural 
strength to love one. Christ’s command reveals the true kingdom of God—not a kingdom 
built by swords, but a kingdom built by sacrifice. 

 

The Fruits of Each Path 

Jesus said in Matthew 7:16: “Ye shall know them by their fruits.” The fruits of militant jihad 
are evident: fear, destruction, broken families, and endless cycles of revenge. The fruits of 
Christ’s command are equally evident: reconciliation, healing, and peace that passes 
understanding. 

History bears witness. Where militant jihad has ruled, societies have been devastated. 
Where the gospel has been obeyed, even in persecution, forgiveness has transformed 
enemies into brothers. 

 

Why the Distinction Matters 

It is vital that we make careful distinctions when exposing jihad: 

1. Not all Muslims interpret jihad militantly. Many see it as personal struggle or 
limited defense. 

2. Militant reinterpretation is not accidental. It is deliberate, crafted by ideologues to 
serve their goals. 

3. Christ’s command stands as the only true alternative. Political solutions cannot 
cure the problem, for this is a spiritual battle. 

As watchmen, we are not called to inflame hatred of Muslims but to expose the spirit of 
deception behind militant jihad. We are called to proclaim that the way of Christ is utterly 
different, utterly higher, utterly liberating. 

 

Exposing Error, Proclaiming Truth 

Ezekiel 33 reminds us of our responsibility: if we fail to warn, blood is on our hands. By 
teaching clearly about jihad—what it means, how it has been twisted, and why it 
contradicts Christ—we deliver our souls and serve our neighbors. 



This exposure is not just academic. It is pastoral. There are Muslims who are disillusioned 
by violence, searching for an alternative. When we show them the contrast between jihad 
and Christ’s command to love, we are opening a door for the gospel. 

 

Conclusion 

The doctrine of jihad reveals the spirit of control and violence at the heart of militant Islam. 
What began as a concept of struggle has been twisted into a mandate for terror. Where 
Christ commands love, militants command hate. Where Christ blesses peacemakers, 
militants glorify killers. 

The watchman’s duty is clear: blow the trumpet, expose the lie, and proclaim the truth. The 
truth is this: salvation is not found in jihad, but in Jesus Christ, who gave His life not by 
killing others, but by laying down His own. 

As we continue this series, let us remember the contrast. Islam says, “Kill your enemy to 
enter paradise.” Christ says, “Love your enemy, for I died to bring you to paradise.” 

One leads to bondage. The other leads to liberty. One leads to death. The other to life 
everlasting. 
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Introduction 

Whenever the subject of terrorism or militant Islam arises in mainstream discussion, a 
familiar explanation is often given: “They do these things because they are poor.” 
Journalists, academics, and politicians frequently suggest that economic deprivation lies 
at the heart of radicalization. If only jobs were created, schools built, and aid delivered, 
they argue, terrorism would fade away. 

This explanation is appealing because it seems simple. It allows policymakers to believe 
that social programs can solve the problem. It enables sympathetic voices to shift blame 
from ideology to circumstance. Yet it is profoundly incomplete. 

As Stephen Vertigans demonstrates in Militant Islam: A Sociology of Characteristics, 
Causes and Consequences, militancy is not primarily about poverty. While deprivation can 
play a role, many militants come from middle-class or wealthy backgrounds. The deeper 
causes are rooted in ideology, identity, and spiritual deception. 



In this essay, we will: 

1. Examine the claim that poverty drives militancy. 

2. Explore sociological evidence (drawing from Vertigans) that militancy often arises 
among the educated and economically secure. 

3. Show how ideology—not poverty—forms the foundation of militant Islam. 

4. Tie these insights to James 4:1, which explains the real root of conflict as lusts and 
envies within the human heart. 

5. Contrast the spirit of militant Islam with the peace of Christ. 

 

The Poverty Narrative 

The idea that poverty causes terrorism has been repeated so often that it has become 
almost a cliché. The reasoning seems straightforward: poor people are desperate, 
desperation breeds resentment, and resentment leads to violence. Eliminate poverty, the 
logic goes, and you eliminate terrorism. 

This narrative appeals to Western sensibilities for several reasons: 

• It shifts responsibility away from religion or ideology, framing the issue as economic. 

• It justifies large-scale aid projects and development programs. 

• It avoids accusations of intolerance by reducing militancy to material 
circumstances rather than theological claims. 

Yet the narrative crumbles under scrutiny. While poverty can exacerbate grievances, it does 
not explain why militants are often highly educated, financially comfortable, and 
ideologically motivated. Poverty is neither a necessary nor sufficient cause of militancy. 

 

Sociological Evidence: Militants Are Not Always Poor 

Vertigans highlights research showing that many of the most prominent militants have not 
come from impoverished backgrounds . Instead, they have been engineers, doctors, 
lawyers, and educated elites. 

Educated Leaders 



• Osama bin Laden came from a wealthy Saudi family with ties to the royal family. He 
was educated and well-connected. 

• Ayman al-Zawahiri, bin Laden’s deputy, was an Egyptian surgeon. 

• Many members of al-Qa’ida’s leadership were trained professionals. 

Middle-Class Recruits 

Studies of militants captured or killed reveal a pattern: disproportionately high numbers 
were university graduates, often from technical fields such as engineering. These were not 
starving peasants but young men with options. 

Poverty and Recruitment 

This does not mean poverty is irrelevant. Extremist groups often recruit in poor regions, 
offering money, food, or security. But poverty alone does not radicalize; it only creates a 
pool of vulnerable individuals. What transforms vulnerability into violence is ideology. 

 

Ideology at the Core 

If poverty is not the root, what is? Vertigans argues that militancy is fundamentally 
ideological. It is about power, control, and identity, framed in religious language . 

Militants believe they are part of a cosmic struggle between Islam and unbelief. They are 
driven by visions of restoring a caliphate, purifying society, and fulfilling divine mandates. 
Their actions are not random acts of desperation but carefully planned strategies rooted in 
theological conviction. 

The Role of Identity 

Militants often frame themselves as defenders of the umma (global Muslim community). 
Even wealthy recruits are drawn by the narrative that Muslims worldwide are oppressed 
and humiliated. Joining jihad gives them purpose, dignity, and belonging. 

The Role of Power 

Militant leaders use ideology to consolidate control. By declaring jihad, issuing fatwas, and 
promising paradise, they command loyalty. Power, not poverty, sustains their movements. 

The Role of Deception 



From a biblical perspective, ideology functions as a veil of deception. 2 Corinthians 4:4 
says: “In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not.” 
Poverty may create a wound, but ideology pours in the poison. 

 

James 4:1 – The True Source of Wars 

James 4:1 cuts through all the excuses and exposes the real cause of conflict: 

“From whence come wars and fightings among you? come they not hence, even of your 
lusts that war in your members?” 

Here Scripture reveals that wars do not ultimately arise from poverty or politics but from 
lusts—selfish desires, envies, and ambitions within the human heart. 

• Lust for power drives leaders to manipulate. 

• Lust for recognition drives young men to seek glory through martyrdom. 

• Envy of the West drives resentment and rage. 

• Lust for vengeance fuels cycles of violence. 

Militant Islam cloaks these lusts in religious garb, but the root is the same as James 
identified: sinful desires warring within. 

 

Why the Poverty Myth Persists 

If the evidence is so clear, why does the poverty narrative persist? 

1. Political Convenience – It is easier for governments to fund aid programs than to 
confront ideology. 

2. Cultural Sensitivity – Blaming poverty avoids charges of Islamophobia. 

3. Humanitarian Optimism – People want to believe that kindness and aid alone can 
transform hearts. 

4. Media Simplification – Stories of poor villages are easier to tell than theological 
debates. 

Yet by clinging to this myth, the world misdiagnoses the disease and prescribes the wrong 
cure. Poverty relief is good and necessary, but it will not end militancy. Only confronting the 
ideology—and the spiritual powers behind it—will. 



 

Biblical Parallels 

Scripture offers multiple examples where wealth did not prevent violence: 

• Cain murdered Abel out of envy, not poverty (Genesis 4:5–8). 

• Pharaoh enslaved Israel not out of desperation but out of lust for power (Exodus 1:8–
11). 

• Herod killed infants in Bethlehem not because he lacked bread but because he 
feared losing his throne (Matthew 2:16). 

In every case, the root was not deprivation but desire—lust for recognition, envy of rivals, 
fear of losing power. This is exactly what James 4:1 teaches and exactly what fuels militant 
Islam. 

 

Christ’s Alternative: Peace Through the Cross 

Against the lusts of war, Christ offers peace. Ephesians 2:14 says of Him: 

“For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of 
partition between us.” 

Where militants seek identity through violence, Christ offers identity through adoption. 
Where militants seek power through fear, Christ offers power through the Spirit. Where 
militants seek vengeance, Christ offers forgiveness. 

This is why the gospel is the only true antidote to militant ideology. Poverty relief can feed 
the hungry, but only Christ can change the heart. Education can open the mind, but only 
Christ can renew it. Policy can restrain violence, but only Christ can transform the violent 
into peacemakers. 

 

Conclusion 

The roots of militant Islam are not found primarily in poverty. They are found in ideology, 
identity, and lusts of the flesh. Poverty may provide kindling, but ideology provides the 
spark and the flame. 



James 4:1 tells us plainly: wars and fightings come from lusts that war in our members. 
Vertigans confirms sociologically what Scripture declares spiritually: militancy is not the 
cry of the hungry stomach but the ambition of the proud heart. 

As watchmen, we must expose this error. To treat militancy as a poverty problem is to apply 
a bandage to a cancer. To confront it as a spiritual problem is to offer the true cure: the 
liberty of Christ. 

The trumpet must sound: poverty cannot explain away jihad. The true cause is lust, envy, 
and ideology. And the true answer is not more bread, but the Bread of Life. 
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Introduction 

When the Twin Towers fell on September 11, 2001, the world’s eyes turned to one name: al-
Qa’ida. From that moment, the Western mind often collapsed all Islamic militancy into 
that single label. Every attack, no matter how distant or distinct, became an extension of 
al-Qa’ida. Politicians spoke of a singular network; media outlets painted a unified picture; 
and the public came to fear a monolithic enemy stretching across nations. 

Yet the reality is far more complex. As Stephen Vertigans explains in Militant Islam: A 
Sociology of Characteristics, Causes and Consequences, al-Qa’ida is not so much a 
single, centralized organization as it is an idea—a banner under which diverse and often 
disconnected groups operate . The so-called “umbrella” is less a chain of command than a 
cloud of shared ideology. 

This matters greatly for discernment. If we misunderstand the nature of the enemy, we 
misjudge the battle. The Bible itself speaks of a time when spirits like frogs go forth unto 
the kings of the earth to gather them for battle (Revelation 16:13–14). These spirits are not 
one body but many, not one army but countless streams, united only in their rebellion 
against the Lamb. 

In this essay we will: 

1. Trace the origins and nature of al-Qa’ida. 

2. Expose the myth of one centralized enemy. 

3. Show how ideology, more than organization, drives militancy. 



4. Compare this reality with Revelation 16:13–14 and its picture of multiple spirits 
gathering nations to war. 

5. Draw out the implications for believers called to be watchmen in such a fragmented 
battlefield. 

 

The Birth of Al-Qa’ida 

Al-Qa’ida, meaning “the base,” emerged in the late 1980s as an outgrowth of the Afghan 
jihad against the Soviet Union. Arab volunteers who had fought alongside Afghan 
mujahideen sought to preserve their network for future struggles. Among them was Osama 
bin Laden, a wealthy Saudi who provided financing and vision. 

Originally, al-Qa’ida was a loose network intended to support jihadist movements across 
the Muslim world. It was less a corporation with headquarters and more a registry of 
contacts, funds, and training opportunities. Its early documents did not describe a 
centralized army but a “base” of committed fighters who could assist local struggles. 

This fluid structure allowed al-Qa’ida to adapt and survive. Unlike a conventional army, it 
could not be easily destroyed by defeating a leader or capturing territory. Even after the 
death of bin Laden in 2011, the movement persisted, morphing into franchises, affiliates, 
and imitators. 

 

The Myth of One Enemy 

Western governments, especially in the years immediately following 9/11, often portrayed 
al-Qa’ida as a global spider’s web with bin Laden at its center. Every bombing, every 
insurgency, every act of terror was attributed to “al-Qa’ida.” This framing served political 
purposes: it gave the public a clear target and justified expansive wars. 

Yet as Vertigans emphasizes, the truth is more diffuse : 

• Decentralized Groups – Many militant groups have their own leaders, agendas, and 
grievances. While they may admire al-Qa’ida, they are not under its command. 

• Ideological Branding – The “al-Qa’ida” name became a brand that groups could 
adopt to gain legitimacy and attention. Some pledged allegiance for practical 
support, but others simply invoked the name. 

• Copycats and Lone Wolves – Individuals inspired by jihadist propaganda often 
acted independently, with no organizational ties. 



• Regional Variations – Militancy in North Africa, the Middle East, and Asia often 
reflects local conflicts more than global directives. 

Thus, the “umbrella” is misleading. It suggests a unity that does not exist. Militancy is better 
understood as a patchwork quilt of movements stitched together by shared ideology rather 
than centralized command. 

 

Ideology as the True Glue 

If organization is loose, what unites these groups? The answer is ideology. At its core, 
militant Islam shares certain convictions: 

• The supremacy of Islam over all societies. 

• The obligation of jihad to enforce or expand that supremacy. 

• The rejection of Western influence and secular governance. 

• The glorification of martyrdom as the highest act of devotion. 

This ideology functions like yeast in dough. It spreads invisibly, shaping movements from 
within. A bomb detonated in Bali, a kidnapping in Nigeria, a shooting in Paris—each may be 
carried out by different groups, but the ideological DNA is the same. 

The danger of ideology is that it cannot be killed with drones or silenced with prisons. 
Leaders may fall, organizations may crumble, but the idea persists, jumping borders and 
generations. 

 

Revelation 16:13–14 – Spirits Like Frogs 

The imagery of Revelation gives us a profound spiritual lens: 

“And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs come out of the mouth of the dragon, and out of 
the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet. For they are the spirits of 
devils, working miracles, which go forth unto the kings of the earth and of the whole world, 
to gather them to the battle of that great day of God Almighty.” 

Here John does not see one unified army but multiple spirits, each emanating from 
different mouths, yet all working toward the same end: gathering the world for rebellion 
against God. 



This is precisely what we see in militant Islam. Not one army but many spirits. Not one 
general but many voices. Not one headquarters but countless mosques, madrassas, 
chatrooms, and propaganda videos. Each sends forth its spirit of deception, gathering 
hearts and nations into rebellion. 

The myth of one enemy blinds the world to the true nature of the threat. The reality is not a 
single network but a swarm of spirits, each croaking the same message of hate and control. 

 

The Spiritual Dimension 

Recognizing militancy as ideological and spiritual reframes the battle. Ephesians 6:12 
reminds us: 

“For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, 
against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.” 

Al-Qa’ida may be the name on the headlines, but the true battle is against the spirits 
animating such movements. These are not merely human conflicts but manifestations of 
spiritual wickedness spreading across the globe. 

 

Implications for Watchmen 

Understanding the myth of one enemy carries vital implications for the church: 

1. We Cannot Oversimplify – To treat militancy as a single organization is to 
underestimate its adaptability. 

2. We Must Discern Spirits – The real enemy is not one man or one group but the spirit 
of antichrist working through many vessels. 

3. We Must Proclaim Truth Broadly – Just as the ideology spreads across borders, so 
must the gospel. The antidote to deception is truth, and it must be sounded like a 
trumpet across the nations. 

4. We Must Avoid Fearmongering – Inflating al-Qa’ida into an all-powerful monster 
feeds into its propaganda. The truth is that it is fractured, limited, and destined for 
destruction by Christ. 

 

Biblical Contrast: Unity in Christ vs. Fragmentation in Islam 



The counterfeit unity of militancy contrasts sharply with the true unity of the body of Christ. 

• Militancy claims to be united but is in reality fractured, competitive, and temporary. 

• The church of Jesus Christ is truly united, diverse in members but one in Spirit (1 
Corinthians 12:12–13). 

• Militancy gathers men for war. Christ gathers men for peace. 

• Militancy spreads spirits of fear. Christ spreads the Spirit of adoption. 

Where the world sees one terrifying enemy, Scripture teaches us to see a swarm of 
deceiving spirits. And where the world despairs, the church stands fast, knowing that 
Christ has already overcome the world (John 16:33). 

 

Conclusion 

The myth of one enemy under the “al-Qa’ida umbrella” obscures the true nature of militant 
Islam. It is not a single organization but an idea, an ideology, a swarm of spirits croaking the 
same message in different lands. Like the unclean spirits of Revelation 16:13–14, these 
movements go forth to deceive kings and nations, gathering them into conflict with God. 

As watchmen, our task is not to fear a phantom monolith but to discern the spirits, expose 
the lies, and sound the trumpet of truth. The battle is not against one enemy but against 
many deceiving voices. And the victory will not come through politics or weapons but 
through the Lamb, whose word is sharper than any sword. 

The trumpet has sounded: the myth of one enemy is exposed. The reality is more 
dangerous—but also more hopeful. For if militancy is fragmented, it can be resisted. And if 
the gospel is preached, hearts deceived by many spirits can be reclaimed by the one Spirit 
of Truth. 
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Introduction 

Every generation of watchmen must ask not only what the enemy is doing but also why so 
many are drawn to him. In the case of militant Islam, one of the most pressing questions is: 
Why are young men—often educated, middle-class, and not destitute—joining movements 
of violence and terror? 



The popular explanation that poverty alone drives terrorism collapses under evidence. We 
have already seen that many militants are university graduates, engineers, or professionals. 
Yet despite education and opportunity, they abandon promising futures to embrace jihad. 
What compels them? 

The book of Proverbs provides a timeless answer. Proverbs 1:10–15 warns: 

“My son, if sinners entice thee, consent thou not. If they say, Come with us, let us lay wait 
for blood, let us lurk privily for the innocent without cause: Let us swallow them up alive as 
the grave; and whole, as those that go down into the pit: We shall find all precious 
substance, we shall fill our houses with spoil: Cast in thy lot among us; let us all have one 
purse: My son, walk not thou in the way with them; refrain thy foot from their path.” 

The Word of God describes the very dynamic we see today: sinners enticing the young, 
promising belonging, treasure, and purpose, but leading only to bloodshed. In this essay 
we will: 

1. Examine the sociological reasons youth are drawn to militancy. 

2. Show how identity crises, false promises, and deception play a role. 

3. Connect these observations to the warning in Proverbs 1. 

4. Contrast the empty promises of jihad with the true purpose and identity offered in 
Christ. 

 

The Sociological Puzzle 

Stephen Vertigans observes that militants are often not the poorest of the poor but 
disproportionately educated young men . Why would those with potential futures choose a 
path of violence? Several sociological factors emerge: 

• Identity Crisis – Young men caught between traditional cultures and modern 
pressures feel rootless. Militancy offers clarity, belonging, and dignity. 

• Disillusionment – Corruption in governments, unemployment despite degrees, and 
hypocrisy among elites drive youth toward radical alternatives. 

• Community – Militancy provides a “brotherhood” where young men feel valued, 
supported, and bound by shared purpose. 

• Adventure and Glory – Propaganda frames jihad as heroic, offering excitement and 
significance. 



• Ideology – Religious justifications elevate violence into sacred duty. 

Thus, militancy fills voids in identity, purpose, and belonging. It gives the restless young 
man a cause worth dying for—though it is a false cause leading to death. 

 

Identity Crisis 

One of the most powerful draws for youth is the search for identity. In a globalized world, 
many young Muslims feel caught between two worlds: 

• Traditional Expectations – Family, religion, and culture impose strict codes. 

• Modern Influences – Media, technology, and Western values present alternatives. 

Caught in between, many feel alienated. They are not fully at home in either world. 
Militancy offers an answer: a clear identity as a “mujahid,” a warrior of God. Suddenly the 
confusion is resolved. The young man is no longer anonymous; he is part of a cosmic 
struggle. 

This identity crisis is particularly acute for those living in diaspora communities in the West. 
Feeling excluded by secular societies yet disconnected from their parents’ traditions, they 
are ripe for recruitment. Propaganda promises them belonging, dignity, and purpose. 

Biblical Lens 

The Bible warns of this very temptation. Proverbs 1:10–11 describes sinners enticing with a 
collective identity: “Come with us… let us lay wait for blood.” The appeal is not only to 
violence but to belonging: “Come with us.” 

Militancy says, “You are not alone. You are one of us. You have a place.” It preys on the deep 
human desire for community and identity, offering a counterfeit belonging in place of the 
true fellowship found in Christ. 

 

False Promises of Glory 

Militant propaganda often portrays jihad as glamorous. Fighters are shown with weapons, 
flags, and camaraderie. Martyrs are celebrated as heroes who enter paradise instantly, with 
promises of rewards. Youth are enticed by visions of adventure, honor, and eternal glory. 

Vertigans notes that this glorification of martyrdom is central to recruitment . For restless 
young men, the promise of being remembered as a hero is powerful. In cultures where 
honor and shame are central, jihad offers a path to ultimate honor. 



Proverbs Fulfilled 

Proverbs 1:13 records the promise of sinners: “We shall find all precious substance, we 
shall fill our houses with spoil.” The enticement is clear: join us, and you will gain riches and 
glory. 

But it is a lie. As Proverbs continues, “These men lay wait for their own blood; they lurk 
privily for their own lives” (Proverbs 1:18). Militancy promises glory but delivers death—not 
only physical but eternal. 

 

Deception and Spiritual Blindness 

Beyond sociological and psychological factors, Scripture reveals the spiritual root: 
deception. 

2 Corinthians 4:4 says: “In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them 
which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ… should shine unto them.” 

Militant recruiters are instruments of this deception. They twist religious texts, glorify 
violence, and promise paradise for murder. Young men, blinded by lies, embrace 
destruction as devotion. 

This deception is not new. From Cain who slew Abel to the Pharisees who crucified Christ, 
Satan has always enticed men into violence under a cloak of righteousness. Militant Islam 
is simply the latest form of an ancient lie. 

 

The Role of Brotherhood 

Another powerful appeal is the sense of brotherhood within militant groups. Isolated young 
men find in jihadist circles a community where they are accepted, affirmed, and bound 
together. This fraternity often proves stronger than family ties. 

Recruiters emphasize loyalty, sacrifice, and unity. For many, the bonds of “brothers in 
arms” are intoxicating. They finally feel they belong somewhere. 

Yet Proverbs warns: “Cast in thy lot among us; let us all have one purse” (Proverbs 1:14). 
The enticement is to join a collective identity, but it leads only to ruin. The brotherhood of 
jihad is a fellowship of death. 

 

The Biblical Alternative: True Identity in Christ 



The tragedy is that the very longings that draw youth to militancy—identity, purpose, 
belonging—are legitimate human needs. They are simply misdirected. 

• Identity – In Christ, believers are adopted as sons of God (Romans 8:15). No greater 
identity exists. 

• Purpose – In Christ, life has meaning beyond death: to glorify God and make Him 
known (1 Corinthians 10:31). 

• Belonging – In Christ, we are members of one body, united by the Spirit (1 
Corinthians 12:13). 

The gospel meets the needs that militancy exploits, but with truth instead of lies, with life 
instead of death. 

 

Practical Warnings for Believers 

As watchmen, what lessons can we draw? 

1. Recognize the Enticements – Militancy appeals to identity, purpose, and 
belonging. We must be aware of these dynamics. 

2. Strengthen Our Youth – Christian communities must provide young people with 
identity in Christ, meaningful purpose, and true fellowship, so they are not 
vulnerable to counterfeit appeals. 

3. Expose the Lies – We must unmask the false promises of glory, showing that they 
lead only to ruin. 

4. Proclaim Christ – Only the gospel can meet the deepest longings of the human 
heart. 

 

Conclusion 

The appeal of militancy to youth is not rooted in poverty but in the universal search for 
identity, purpose, and belonging. Militant Islam exploits this search, offering false promises 
of glory, fraternity, and eternal reward. Yet the end is destruction, as Proverbs 1 so vividly 
warns: 

“My son, walk not thou in the way with them; refrain thy foot from their path.” 



As watchmen, our duty is to expose these lies and point to the truth. The restless young 
man who longs for belonging must be told: you are not a soldier of jihad, but you can be a 
son of God. The one seeking glory must be told: true glory is found not in taking life but in 
Christ who gave His life. 

Militancy entices with death. Christ invites with life. The trumpet must sound, for youth are 
being led astray. Let us proclaim the truth: there is no identity in jihad, only bondage. But in 
Jesus Christ, there is freedom, belonging, and eternal life. 

 

 

8 of 15: Exposing Islam – The Role of Fear and Risk 

Introduction 

Few tools are more powerful in the hands of the enemy than fear. Fear enslaves the mind, 
paralyzes the will, and shapes behavior. Fear magnifies threats, distorts perception, and 
spreads faster than any virus. Terrorism thrives on this dynamic. Its very name reveals its 
strategy: not merely to kill, but to terrorize. 

Militant Islam uses fear as both weapon and currency. Bombings, beheadings, 
kidnappings, and suicide attacks may kill dozens, but their ripple effects intimidate 
millions. The immediate victims are tragic, but the larger goal is psychological: to make 
societies cower, governments overreact, and entire populations alter their way of life. 

Yet God’s Word speaks directly to this tactic. 2 Timothy 1:7 declares: 

“For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.” 

This verse reveals the stark contrast. Fear is not of God—it is a spirit of bondage. The Spirit 
of God brings power, love, and soundness of mind. To understand terrorism rightly, we must 
see it not only as a political or military threat but as a spirit of fear sent forth to enslave. 

In this essay we will: 

1. Examine how terrorism manipulates fear and risk. 

2. Show how militants deliberately use fear as strategy. 

3. Explore the psychological and social effects of fear on nations. 

4. Tie this to the biblical truth of 2 Timothy 1:7. 

5. Contrast the spirit of fear with the Spirit of God. 



 

Terrorism’s Logic: Beyond the Body Count 

One of the central insights of terrorism studies is that terrorism is less about numbers 
killed than about numbers influenced. A bombing that kills 20 is tragic, but if it terrifies a 
nation of 20 million, it has succeeded. 

Stephen Vertigans observes that militant Islam often seeks symbolic rather than strictly 
strategic targets. Airplanes, skyscrapers, embassies, and schools are chosen not only for 
tactical value but for psychological impact . The goal is not merely to weaken infrastructure 
but to strike terror into hearts. 

This reveals the “logic” of terrorism: 

• Risk Inflation – Even small attacks create an exaggerated sense of vulnerability. 

• Media Amplification – Every act is magnified by global news, spreading fear beyond 
the actual site. 

• Political Reaction – Fear drives governments to enact harsh policies, which in turn 
alienate populations and recruit more militants. 

In this way, fear multiplies the power of militants far beyond their actual strength. 

 

Fear as a Weapon 

Militant Islam weaponizes fear in several ways: 

1. Spectacle 

Terror attacks are often theatrical—recorded beheadings, mass hostage situations, 
coordinated bombings. The spectacle magnifies fear. It is not enough to kill; it must be 
done in a way that horrifies. 

2. Randomness 

By striking randomly—markets, buses, cafes—terrorists create the sense that no place is 
safe. The randomness multiplies fear because risk feels uncontrollable. 

3. Propaganda 

Videos, statements, and social media posts are designed to instill dread. Graphic images 
circulate not only to recruit but to terrorize. 



4. Threats 

Even unfulfilled threats create disruption. A rumor of a bombing can shut down schools, 
airports, or cities. 

Fear becomes a force multiplier. A small group can paralyze entire societies by exploiting 
the psychology of terror. 

 

The Psychology of Fear 

Why does fear work so effectively? Psychologists note several factors: 

• Availability Heuristic – People judge risk by what easily comes to mind. One plane 
crash on the news makes flying feel dangerous, even if statistically safe. Terrorists 
exploit this by ensuring attacks are publicized. 

• Loss Aversion – People fear losses more than they value gains. The threat of losing 
life or loved ones magnifies fear. 

• Uncertainty – Random attacks make people feel powerless. Uncertainty intensifies 
dread. 

• Social Amplification – Fear spreads socially. Rumors, news, and conversations 
amplify it. 

Militant Islam exploits all these dynamics. By creating uncertainty and dread, they cause 
whole populations to live in fear. 

 

Social and Political Effects of Fear 

The effects of terrorism extend far beyond immediate casualties. Fear reshapes societies in 
profound ways: 

1. Polarization 

Fear breeds suspicion. Communities turn against minorities, fueling division. Militants 
exploit this, framing themselves as defenders against persecution. 

2. Overreaction 

Governments, driven by fear, may impose draconian laws, restrict freedoms, or wage wars 
that create more enemies than they eliminate. 



3. Economic Disruption 

Tourism declines, markets fluctuate, businesses close. Fear drains economies without a 
single bullet. 

4. Cultural Shifts 

Fear normalizes surveillance, militarization, and suspicion. It reshapes how societies live, 
travel, and relate. 

In this way, terrorism wins even when it loses. A failed plot that triggers mass panic still 
achieves its purpose. 

 

2 Timothy 1:7 – God’s Answer to Fear 

Against this backdrop, the words of Paul to Timothy ring out with clarity: 

“For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.” 

Here we see three antidotes to fear: 

Power 

Fear makes us feel weak, helpless, and vulnerable. But the Spirit of God gives power. Not 
brute force, but spiritual strength to endure, to resist, and to stand. Terrorists want us 
cowering; God wants us courageous. 

Love 

Fear isolates, divides, and hardens. Love unites, heals, and strengthens. Fear says, 
“Protect yourself.” Love says, “Lay down your life.” Fear builds walls; love builds bridges. 

Sound Mind 

Fear distorts perception, making threats seem larger than they are. The Spirit of God 
restores sound judgment. Instead of panic, we walk in discernment. Instead of hysteria, we 
walk in wisdom. 

This is the Spirit we need in an age of terror. Not fear, but power, love, and a sound mind. 

 

The Spirit of Fear vs. The Spirit of God 

Let us compare these spirits directly: 



• Spirit of Fear – Paralyzes, divides, exaggerates risk, enslaves. 

• Spirit of God – Empowers, unites, clarifies, liberates. 

• Spirit of Fear – Manipulates through terror. 

• Spirit of God – Motivates through love. 

• Spirit of Fear – Spreads like a contagion. 

• Spirit of God – Spreads like fire, warming hearts and dispelling darkness. 

The believer, indwelt by the Spirit of God, is called to resist fear. Not recklessly, but 
faithfully. To refuse to let terrorists control our hearts, our minds, or our message. 

 

Fear and Risk in Scripture 

The Bible is replete with warnings and promises about fear: 

• “Fear not, for I am with thee” (Isaiah 41:10). 

• “Perfect love casteth out fear” (1 John 4:18). 

• “Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil” (Psalm 
23:4). 

Again and again, God’s Word tells us: do not let fear rule. The presence of God, the love of 
Christ, and the power of the Spirit are greater than the schemes of terrorists. 

 

Practical Application for Believers 

How then should we live in an age of terror? 

1. Refuse Panic – Do not let news or propaganda control your emotions. 

2. Discern Risks – A sound mind sees threats realistically, neither minimizing nor 
exaggerating. 

3. Show Love – Where fear breeds suspicion, show compassion, even toward those 
trapped in Islam. 

4. Preach Boldly – Fear silences; the Spirit emboldens. Proclaim Christ without 
shame. 



5. Pray Fervently – Fear trembles; prayer triumphs. Pray for protection, for 
discernment, and for the salvation of militants themselves. 

 

Conclusion 

The role of fear in terrorism cannot be overstated. Militant Islam wields it as its greatest 
weapon, magnifying risk, spreading panic, and reshaping societies. Yet fear is not of God. It 
is a spirit of bondage. 

2 Timothy 1:7 declares the truth: God gives not fear, but power, love, and a sound mind. The 
gospel dismantles the power of terror by liberating hearts from fear. Even if bombs fall and 
threats loom, the believer stands firm, unshaken, because Christ has conquered. 

As watchmen, we must expose the manipulation of fear, refuse to be enslaved by it, and 
proclaim the greater Spirit that casts it out. The trumpet must sound: fear is the enemy’s 
weapon, but faith is our shield. Terror may roar, but the Spirit of God whispers stronger: “Be 
not afraid, only believe.” 
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Introduction 

Every human heart longs for belonging. From tribes to nations, fraternities to fellowships, 
people seek identity in community. Islam, from its inception, has emphasized the idea of 
the umma—the community of all Muslims bound together by faith. On the surface, this 
concept may sound similar to the church, the body of Christ, where believers are united by 
the Spirit. But in militant Islam, the umma is reinterpreted as a form of religious 
nationalism, a political weapon used to mobilize violence and control. 

This false unity stands in stark contrast to the true spiritual unity of the church described in 
1 Corinthians 12:12–13: 

“For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one body, 
being many, are one body: so also is Christ. For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one 
body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made 
to drink into one Spirit.” 

In this essay we will: 



1. Trace the origins and meaning of umma in Islamic thought. 

2. Examine how militant Islam reinterprets it as nationalism. 

3. Explore the consequences of this reinterpretation. 

4. Contrast it with the true body of Christ. 

5. Apply lessons for discernment and the watchman’s calling. 

 

The Concept of Umma in Islam 

The Arabic word umma simply means “community” or “nation.” In the Qur’an, it is used to 
describe groups of people, sometimes religious communities, sometimes nations. Over 
time, it came to refer specifically to the community of Muslims worldwide, united by faith in 
Allah and submission to Islamic law. 

Classical Islamic teaching emphasized the unity of Muslims beyond tribal, ethnic, or 
national lines. Ideally, all Muslims were to see themselves as part of one global 
brotherhood. This vision was attractive in a fragmented world, promising a sense of 
belonging that transcended local divisions. 

But the umma, as conceived in Islam, is not merely a spiritual fellowship. It is inherently 
political. It assumes a community governed by shari’ah law, guided by Islamic leaders, 
and—according to many traditions—ideally united under a single caliph. Thus, the umma 
has always carried both spiritual and political dimensions. 

 

The Militant Reinterpretation: Umma as Nationalism 

In militant Islam, the umma is not just a community of believers but a rallying cry for 
political revolution. Vertigans notes that militants reinterpret the umma as a kind of 
transnational nationalism . While traditional nationalism is bound by geography, militant 
nationalism is bound by religion. 

Key features of this reinterpretation include: 

1. Political Identity Over Spiritual Fellowship 
The umma is reduced to a political entity. Belief and practice are measured not by 
personal devotion but by loyalty to militant causes. 



2. Hostility to the “Other” 
The umma is defined against outsiders. Non-Muslims are cast as enemies; Muslims 
who refuse militancy are branded traitors. 

3. Nationalistic Symbols 
Militants adopt flags, slogans, and propaganda that mirror secular nationalist 
movements. The black flag of ISIS, for example, functioned as both religious symbol 
and political banner. 

4. Caliphate as Nation-State 
Militants push for the restoration of the caliphate as a political state, uniting all 
Muslims under one government, often through violence and conquest. 

5. Collective Responsibility 
Individuals are subsumed into the umma. Personal dissent is treason. Loyalty to the 
group overrides conscience or individuality. 

Thus, the umma becomes nationalism with a religious veneer—a powerful tool for 
mobilization and control. 

 

Consequences of the Militant Umma 

This reinterpretation carries devastating consequences: 

1. Suppression of Diversity 

The true diversity of Muslim life—cultural, ethnic, linguistic—is erased under a monolithic 
militant identity. Differences are crushed rather than celebrated. 

2. Justification of Violence 

Violence against outsiders is framed as defense of the umma. Suicide bombers are told 
they die for the community. Wars are cast as sacred duties. 

3. Globalization of Conflict 

Local grievances are tied into a global struggle. A conflict in one country is presented as an 
attack on the entire umma, demanding worldwide response. 

4. Alienation of Moderates 

Muslims who reject violence are marginalized. Militants accuse them of betraying the 
umma, further radicalizing divisions. 



5. Spiritual Bondage 

By turning community into nationalism, militants replace genuine fellowship with coercion. 
What could have been a source of support becomes a tool of control. 

 

Biblical Contrast: The Body of Christ 

The counterfeit unity of the militant umma contrasts with the true unity of the body of 
Christ. 

1 Corinthians 12:12–13 reveals the essence of Christian community: 

• Unity in Diversity – The church is one body with many members. Diversity of gifts, 
cultures, and roles enriches rather than threatens. 

• Spiritual, Not Political – Unity is by the Spirit, not by law or nationalism. Believers 
are baptized into one body, not one state. 

• Inclusive, Not Exclusive – Jews and Gentiles, bond and free—all are included in 
Christ. Unity transcends race, status, and background. 

• Voluntary, Not Coerced – Membership in Christ’s body is through faith, not forced 
submission. 

• Christ-Centered, Not Ideology-Centered – The church’s unity is in Christ Himself, 
not in political slogans or militant goals. 

This is the radical difference. Where the militant umma enslaves, the body of Christ 
liberates. Where the militant umma divides the world into enemies and allies, the body of 
Christ preaches reconciliation to all. Where the militant umma seeks earthly power, the 
body of Christ seeks heavenly glory. 

 

Umma vs. Ecclesia 

It is instructive to compare the Islamic concept of umma with the biblical concept of 
ecclesia (the church): 

• Umma is bound by law; ecclesia is bound by grace. 

• Umma is mobilized by fear and nationalism; ecclesia is mobilized by love and 
mission. 



• Umma excludes outsiders as infidels; ecclesia invites outsiders to be reconciled to 
God. 

• Umma pursues earthly caliphates; ecclesia awaits the kingdom of God. 

The umma is a shadow of belonging, but the ecclesia is the substance of true fellowship. 

 

Proverbs and Warnings 

The dynamic at work in the militant umma mirrors Proverbs 29:25: “The fear of man 
bringeth a snare: but whoso putteth his trust in the LORD shall be safe.” The fear of 
betraying the umma traps many Muslims in silence or complicity. But trust in Christ brings 
true safety, not from men but from God. 

Similarly, Psalm 133 celebrates unity: “Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for 
brethren to dwell together in unity!” But that unity is grounded in the Spirit, not in coercion. 
Militant nationalism produces forced uniformity, not joyful unity. 

 

Lessons for Believers 

As watchmen, what can we learn? 

1. Discern False Unity – Not all calls for community are godly. Some are tools of 
control. 

2. Expose Counterfeits – Show how the militant umma is a counterfeit of true 
fellowship. 

3. Proclaim True Belonging – Offer Christ as the answer to the longing for identity and 
community. 

4. Strengthen the Church’s Unity – A divided church cannot expose false unity. 
Believers must live out the reality of 1 Corinthians 12. 

 

Conclusion 

The umma in Islam was meant to signify community, but in militant Islam it is twisted into 
nationalism—a coercive, political identity that enslaves and mobilizes for violence. It offers 
belonging but delivers bondage. 



The body of Christ offers the true alternative: one body, many members, baptized by one 
Spirit. It unites Jew and Gentile, slave and free, not through law or nationalism but through 
grace. 

As watchmen, we must expose the counterfeit and proclaim the true. The militant umma 
says: “Join us or be our enemy.” Christ says: “Come unto me, all ye that labour and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” 

The trumpet must sound. False unity must be unmasked. And the true unity of the Spirit 
must be proclaimed. 
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Introduction 

No weapon divides a community more effectively than accusation. To be labeled an 
outsider, a traitor, or an apostate is to be cut off from fellowship and often marked for 
punishment. In militant Islam, this dynamic has been codified into doctrine: takfir, the 
practice of declaring other Muslims apostates. 

Takfir is not a marginal idea. It is central to how militant groups justify violence against 
fellow Muslims. By pronouncing takfir, they strip opponents of legitimacy, portraying them 
as worse than unbelievers. Once branded an apostate, a Muslim is no longer protected 
under Islamic law and can be executed. 

This doctrine reveals both the spirit of control within militant Islam and its deep self-
destructive tendencies. It also stands in stark contrast to Christ’s teaching in Matthew 7:1–
5: 

“Judge not, that ye be not judged. For with what judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged: and 
with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you again. And why beholdest thou the 
mote that is in thy brother’s eye, but considerest not the beam that is in thine own eye? Or 
how wilt thou say to thy brother, Let me pull out the mote out of thine eye; and, behold, a 
beam is in thine own eye? Thou hypocrite, first cast out the beam out of thine own eye; and 
then shalt thou see clearly to cast out the mote out of thy brother’s eye.” 

This passage does not forbid all discernment, but it condemns hypocritical, false, and 
destructive judgment. Takfir is precisely such judgment: hypocritical, destructive, and born 
not of righteousness but of pride. 



In this essay, we will: 

1. Define takfir and its historical roots. 

2. Show how militants weaponize takfir against opponents. 

3. Explore the destructive consequences of takfir within the Muslim world. 

4. Contrast it with Christ’s teaching on judgment in Matthew 7. 

5. Draw lessons for believers and watchmen today. 

 

What is Takfir? 

The term takfir comes from the Arabic root k-f-r, meaning “to cover” or “to deny.” In Islamic 
theology, a kafir is an unbeliever—one who rejects Islam. Takfir is the act of declaring 
someone a kafir. 

In classical Islam, takfir was considered extremely serious. Declaring another Muslim an 
apostate was not to be done lightly. Early jurists warned against reckless takfir, since false 
accusations could themselves constitute grave sin. 

Yet militants have embraced takfir as a tool of convenience. By broadening the definition of 
apostasy, they justify killing fellow Muslims who disagree with them. 

 

Historical Roots of Takfir 

The origins of militant takfir can be traced to the Kharijites, an early sect that emerged in 
the first century of Islam. The Kharijites declared Muslims who sinned or compromised as 
apostates, justifying violence against them. Their extremism led to bloodshed, including 
the assassination of Caliph Ali in 661 AD. 

Throughout history, mainstream Islamic scholars often condemned such extremism, but 
the seed remained. In modern times, figures such as Sayyid Qutb revived the concept. 
Qutb argued that Muslims living under secular governments were living in jahiliyya 
(ignorance) and therefore apostates. This opened the door for militant groups to attack not 
only non-Muslims but also fellow Muslims. 

 

Takfir in Modern Militancy 



For groups like al-Qa’ida, ISIS, and Boko Haram, takfir is central. They declare 
governments, armies, and even ordinary Muslims apostates if they refuse to support 
militant jihad. 

Examples include: 

• ISIS declared Shi’a Muslims apostates, justifying massacres. 

• Boko Haram declared Nigerian Muslims who worked with the government 
apostates, legitimizing attacks on villages. 

• Al-Qa’ida pronounced takfir on rulers of Muslim-majority nations who cooperated 
with the West. 

Through takfir, militants expand their enemy list exponentially. The pool of legitimate 
targets grows as any disagreement or compromise is branded apostasy. 

 

The Destructive Consequences of Takfir 

Takfir produces devastating consequences, both socially and spiritually: 

1. Endless Division 

Communities fracture as accusations fly. Militants turn on one another, each faction 
declaring the other apostate. Unity collapses. 

2. Perpetual Violence 

Once takfir is pronounced, violence follows. Bloodshed escalates not only between 
Muslims and non-Muslims but within Islam itself. 

3. Climate of Fear 

Ordinary Muslims live in fear of being branded apostates for minor infractions. Conformity 
is enforced by terror. 

4. Hypocrisy 

Militants who declare others apostates often live in sin themselves. Their judgments are 
hypocritical, condemning others while ignoring their own corruption. 

5. Spiritual Blindness 

By obsessing over labeling others, militants blind themselves to their own need for 
repentance. Pride replaces humility; control replaces compassion. 



 

Biblical Contrast: Matthew 7:1–5 

Jesus’ teaching in Matthew 7 stands in direct contrast to the spirit of takfir. 

1. False Judgment Condemned 
“Judge not, that ye be not judged.” Christ warns against a condemning spirit that 
elevates itself over others. Takfir embodies this spirit, condemning others as 
apostates to exalt self. 

2. Measure for Measure 
“With what judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged.” Militants who declare others 
apostates will face the same condemnation from God. Their weapon of judgment 
will turn back upon them. 

3. Hypocrisy Exposed 
The image of a man pointing out a speck while a beam juts from his own eye 
perfectly describes takfirists. They rail against supposed compromise while 
committing violence, murder, and oppression. 

4. True Discernment Required 
Jesus does not forbid discernment but demands humility. Only when the beam is 
removed from our own eye can we see clearly to help others. Militants, blinded by 
pride, have no clarity. 

Takfir, then, is not righteous discernment but hypocritical, destructive judgment. It is 
precisely what Christ forbids. 

 

Takfir as a Tool of Control 

Beyond its theological function, takfir serves as a powerful tool of control. By threatening 
dissenters with excommunication and death, militants silence opposition. Fear replaces 
freedom; conformity replaces conscience. 

This dynamic is not unique to Islam. Throughout history, false religions and cults have 
wielded excommunication as a weapon. From medieval inquisitions to modern cult 
leaders, the pattern is the same: declare opponents outside the community, strip them of 
protection, and consolidate power. 

The spirit behind takfir is not unique to Islam—it is the spirit of false judgment wherever it 
appears. 



 

Biblical Examples of False Judgment 

Scripture records many instances where false judgment produced violence: 

• The Pharisees declared Jesus a blasphemer, justifying His crucifixion (John 19:7). 

• Stephen was accused of blasphemy and stoned (Acts 7:58). 

• Paul was constantly judged by false brethren who questioned his apostleship (2 
Corinthians 11:26). 

In each case, pride and control fueled false judgment. Those who claimed to defend 
holiness became murderers. Takfir is simply the latest manifestation of this ancient sin. 

 

The True Body of Christ 

Contrast this with the true unity of the body of Christ: 

• Inclusion by Grace – Believers are united not by law but by grace (Ephesians 2:8–9). 

• No Condemnation – “There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in 
Christ Jesus” (Romans 8:1). 

• Restoration, Not Expulsion – When a brother sins, the goal is restoration, not 
condemnation (Galatians 6:1). 

• Christ as Judge – Judgment belongs to Christ alone, not to self-appointed arbiters 
(2 Corinthians 5:10). 

The church is not a community of fear but of love, not of coercion but of grace. 

 

Lessons for Believers 

As watchmen, we can draw several lessons from the takfir doctrine: 

1. Expose False Judgment – Show how takfir is a tool of pride and control, not 
righteousness. 

2. Guard Against Hypocrisy – Ensure our own discernment is humble, not 
condemning. 

3. Proclaim Christ as Judge – Point all men to the true Judge who sees the heart. 



4. Offer Grace – Where militants excommunicate, the gospel invites. Where they 
condemn, Christ forgives. 

 

Conclusion 

The takfir doctrine reveals the self-destructive spirit of militant Islam. By declaring others 
apostates, militants justify endless violence, division, and control. But in truth, they are 
guilty of the very hypocrisy Christ condemned in Matthew 7:1–5. 

Jesus warned against false judgment, hypocrisy, and pride. He called His followers to 
humility, restoration, and grace. The body of Christ is marked not by fear of expulsion but by 
joy of inclusion, not by condemnation but by forgiveness. 

As watchmen, we must expose takfir for what it is: a counterfeit of discernment, a weapon 
of control, and a manifestation of pride. We must sound the trumpet, declaring that there is 
only one Judge, and His judgment is righteous. In Him there is no bondage of fear, but 
liberty of grace. 

The militant cry of takfir says, “You are an apostate; you must die.” The gospel cry of Christ 
says, “You are a sinner; come and live.” 

One leads to destruction. The other to life everlasting. 
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Introduction 

Every violent ideology promises renewal. It assures its followers that through struggle, 
bloodshed, and sacrifice, a new society will emerge—pure, just, and holy. Militant Islam 
makes this claim. Its leaders argue that violence is necessary to cleanse corruption, 
overthrow ungodly rulers, and restore the “golden age” of the caliphate. They portray their 
campaigns of terror as a pathway to civilization reborn. 

But the reality is the opposite. Instead of civilizing, militant violence de-civilizes. Instead of 
purifying, it corrupts. Instead of building, it destroys. The fruit of militant Islam is not 
flourishing communities but broken societies marked by fear, stagnation, and moral decay. 

This is precisely what Paul described in Romans 1:28–32: 



“And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a 
reprobate mind, to do those things which are not convenient; Being filled with all 
unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, 
murder, debate, deceit, malignity; whisperers, Backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, 
boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, Without understanding, 
covenantbreakers, without natural affection, implacable, unmerciful: Who knowing the 
judgment of God, that they which commit such things are worthy of death, not only do the 
same, but have pleasure in them that do them.” 

Here we see the principle of de-civilization: when men reject God’s truth, their societies 
spiral downward into corruption, violence, and inhumanity. In this essay we will: 

1. Define what we mean by the “de-civilizing effect.” 

2. Examine how militant Islam’s violence corrodes society. 

3. Show examples of communities undone by militancy. 

4. Compare this with the biblical description in Romans 1. 

5. Contrast the false promise of violent renewal with the true renewal found in Christ. 

 

What is the De-Civilizing Effect? 

Civilization, at its core, is the cultivation of human life—building communities where 
justice, peace, and order allow families to flourish. It involves law that restrains evil, 
education that develops minds, culture that celebrates beauty, and morality that protects 
dignity. 

The de-civilizing effect occurs when violence erodes these pillars: 

• Law becomes lawlessness. 

• Education is replaced with indoctrination. 

• Culture is stripped down to propaganda. 

• Morality is inverted, calling evil good and good evil. 

Instead of producing order, violence breeds chaos. Instead of advancing society, it drags it 
backward. Instead of healing wounds, it multiplies them. 

 

How Violence Corrupts Societies 



1. Breakdown of Trust 

Civilization rests on trust: between neighbors, between citizens and rulers, between 
parents and children. Violence destroys trust. When militants bomb markets or kidnap girls 
from schools, ordinary life becomes unsafe. Suspicion replaces fellowship. Fear replaces 
cooperation. 

2. Erosion of Law and Justice 

Militants claim to enforce shari’ah, but in practice they replace law with arbitrary brutality. 
Punishments are applied selectively. Leaders exempt themselves while crushing 
opponents. Justice is no longer blind but weaponized. 

3. Collapse of Education 

Schools become targets. Teachers are killed. Girls are banned from learning. Education is 
replaced with rote memorization of militant propaganda. An entire generation grows up ill-
equipped for life, trapped in ignorance. 

4. Economic Ruin 

Violence devastates economies. Tourism vanishes. Trade routes collapse. Investors flee. 
Skilled workers emigrate. What remains is poverty and dependence, fertile ground for yet 
more radicalization. 

5. Moral Depravity 

Perhaps most insidious, violence warps morality. Killing civilians becomes “martyrdom.” 
Suicide becomes “sacrifice.” Hatred becomes “holiness.” Entire societies celebrate death 
rather than life. 

This is the de-civilizing effect: violence not only destroys bodies but corrodes souls, 
communities, and futures. 

 

Examples of De-Civilization 

Afghanistan under the Taliban 

When the Taliban ruled Afghanistan in the 1990s, they promised order and purity. What they 
delivered was brutality and stagnation. Public executions filled stadiums. Women were 
banned from schools and work. Music and art were outlawed. The nation regressed, 
trapped in fear and poverty. 

Iraq and Syria under ISIS 



ISIS proclaimed itself a caliphate in 2014, promising a restored golden age. Instead, it 
created a nightmare: beheadings, enslavement of women, destruction of ancient heritage, 
and economic collapse. Cities like Mosul, once vibrant, were reduced to rubble. 

Nigeria under Boko Haram 

Boko Haram, whose name means “Western education is forbidden,” devastated 
northeastern Nigeria. They burned schools, abducted children, and terrorized villages. The 
result was mass displacement, famine, and social collapse. 

In each case, violence was justified as purification. In reality, it produced de-civilization: 
fear, ignorance, and ruin. 

 

Romans 1:28–32 – The Biblical Diagnosis 

Paul’s words in Romans 1 provide the divine explanation for this phenomenon. When 
societies “do not like to retain God in their knowledge,” He gives them over to a reprobate 
mind. The results mirror what we see in militant Islam: 

• “Full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity” – Militants envy power, murder 
rivals, spread deceitful propaganda, and revel in malice. 

• “Backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, boasters” – Their speeches are full 
of pride, boasting of victories and defiance against the West, against Christians, and 
ultimately against God. 

• “Inventors of evil things” – Suicide vests, improvised explosives, and new forms of 
terror are literally inventions of evil. 

• “Without natural affection” – Children are recruited as soldiers. Women are 
enslaved. Families are destroyed. 

• “Implacable, unmerciful” – Mercy is absent. Even fellow Muslims are slaughtered 
under takfir. 

This is the de-civilizing effect of rejecting God: a descent into moral chaos, where violence 
is not the cure but the disease. 

 

The False Promise of Renewal 

Militant Islam promises that violence will lead to renewal. But history and Scripture prove 
otherwise. Violence cannot build civilizations; it can only destroy them. 



Isaiah 48:22 says: “There is no peace, saith the LORD, unto the wicked.” Any society built 
on violence is doomed to unrest. Psalm 127:1 adds: “Except the LORD build the house, 
they labour in vain that build it.” No caliphate, no jihad, no militant project can succeed 
apart from the Lord. 

Militant Islam claims to restore glory, but its fruits are ruin. It claims to purify, but it 
pollutes. It claims to civilize, but it de-civilizes. 

 

The True Renewal in Christ 

Where violence corrupts, Christ renews. 2 Corinthians 5:17 declares: “Therefore if any man 
be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are 
become new.” 

The gospel, not violence, produces true civilization: 

• Law Fulfilled – Christ writes the law on hearts, producing justice rooted in love 
(Romans 13:10). 

• Education Transformed – The Word enlightens minds, bringing wisdom and 
understanding (Proverbs 9:10). 

• Culture Redeemed – Music, art, and creativity flourish under the joy of the Lord. 

• Economy Restored – Honest work and stewardship replace corruption and theft 
(Ephesians 4:28). 

• Morality Renewed – Life is celebrated, love is central, and mercy triumphs over 
judgment. 

The body of Christ is the true civilizing force, not by coercion but by transformation. 
Wherever the gospel has taken root, hospitals, schools, justice, and compassion have 
followed. 

 

Lessons for Believers 

As watchmen, what should we learn from the de-civilizing effect of militant Islam? 

1. Expose the Lie – Show that violence cannot purify; it only corrupts. 

2. Discern the Fruit – Judge movements by their fruit. If they produce fear, ignorance, 
and hatred, they are not of God. 



3. Proclaim True Renewal – Point to Christ as the only source of transformation. 

4. Strengthen Communities – Build churches that model love, justice, and 
flourishing, shining as alternatives to the de-civilization of violence. 

 

Conclusion 

The de-civilizing effect of militant Islam is undeniable. Instead of building societies, it tears 
them apart. Instead of purifying, it corrupts. Instead of advancing civilization, it drags it into 
darkness. 

Romans 1:28–32 explains why: when men reject God, He gives them over to reprobate 
minds. The result is envy, murder, deceit, pride, and mercilessness. Militant Islam is the 
modern expression of this ancient truth. 

But the gospel proclaims another way. In Christ, there is renewal, restoration, and 
civilization grounded not in violence but in love. The church, as the body of Christ, is the 
true community that brings life, justice, and flourishing. 

As watchmen, we must blow the trumpet: violence is not the cure, it is the cancer. The only 
true cure is Christ. He alone can renew societies, transform hearts, and build the 
civilization that will last forever—the kingdom of God. 

 

 

12 of 15: Exposing Islam – Women and Children in the Crossfire 

Introduction 

In every age of conflict, the most vulnerable suffer most. Women and children, who ought 
to be cherished, protected, and uplifted, are often reduced to pawns in the violent 
schemes of men. In militant Islam, this tragedy reaches an intolerable depth. The very 
groups that claim to defend honor, purity, and community are those most guilty of violating, 
abusing, and sacrificing the weak. 

Militant propaganda often glorifies warriors and martyrs, but the true story of militancy is 
told in the tears of mothers, the cries of children, and the silence of daughters silenced by 
fear. The innocent become weapons of war, shields for cowardice, and trophies of 
conquest. 



Jesus Christ, by contrast, placed supreme value on the vulnerable. In Matthew 18:6 He 
issued one of His sternest warnings: 

“But whoso shall offend one of these little ones which believe in me, it were better for him 
that a millstone were hanged about his neck, and that he were drowned in the depth of the 
sea.” 

This verse reveals God’s heart toward the vulnerable. To exploit or harm them is to invite His 
wrath. As watchmen, it is our duty to expose the crimes of militancy against women and 
children, to sound the trumpet against the spirit of abuse, and to point to the gospel of 
Christ, which alone restores dignity, honor, and life. 

In this essay, we will: 

1. Expose how militant Islam abuses women. 

2. Expose how it exploits children. 

3. Show the consequences of this abuse. 

4. Contrast these practices with Christ’s teaching in Matthew 18:6. 

5. Offer the gospel as the true protection and restoration of the vulnerable. 

 

Women in the Crossfire 

Enslavement and Exploitation 

Militant groups have repeatedly treated women as property rather than persons. ISIS 
famously enslaved Yazidi women in Iraq, selling them in markets, distributing them among 
fighters, and using them as sex slaves. Boko Haram in Nigeria abducted hundreds of 
schoolgirls, forcing them into marriages with militants. These atrocities were justified with 
twisted interpretations of Islamic texts, portraying enslavement as permissible spoils of 
war. 

Suppression of Rights 

Women under militant rule are stripped of education, work, and basic freedoms. The 
Taliban banned women from schools and public life in Afghanistan. Girls are denied the 
right to learn. Women are punished for showing their faces, walking without male 
guardians, or speaking too freely. What God designed as co-heirs of life (1 Peter 3:7), 
militants reduce to prisoners of fear. 

Violence and Control 



Honor killings, forced marriages, and brutal punishments are commonplace under militant 
regimes. A woman’s body becomes a battlefield where ideology exerts control. Instead of 
being protected as daughters, wives, and mothers, women are subjected to humiliation 
and pain. 

 

Children in the Crossfire 

Recruitment as Soldiers 

Militant groups recruit and indoctrinate children. Boys are trained as soldiers, taught to 
handle weapons before they can read. They are manipulated into becoming suicide 
bombers, promised paradise for martyrdom. Childhood innocence is stolen, replaced with 
a culture of death. 

Abduction and Terror 

Boko Haram’s mass abduction of girls from Chibok in 2014 shocked the world, but it was 
not an isolated incident. Children are kidnapped, forced into militancy, or used as 
bargaining chips. The cruelty of tearing children from their families reflects the depths of 
satanic deception. 

Trauma and Fear 

Even those not abducted suffer. Children in militant-controlled regions live with constant 
fear. They see violence daily, hear propaganda endlessly, and lose the opportunity to simply 
be children. The joy of play, learning, and growth is replaced with nightmares, 
indoctrination, and grief. 

 

Consequences of Abusing the Vulnerable 

Corruption of Society 

When women and children are oppressed, society collapses. Families are broken, 
education is halted, and future generations are stunted. Instead of producing flourishing 
communities, militancy produces cycles of ignorance and fear. 

Perpetuation of Violence 

Abused children often become violent adults. Indoctrinated boys grow into hardened 
militants. Oppressed women may transmit trauma to their families. The abuse perpetuates 
itself across generations. 



Divine Judgment 

Most seriously, the abuse of the vulnerable invites God’s judgment. Matthew 18:6 makes it 
clear: offending the little ones is a crime of eternal consequence. To cause the weak to 
stumble is to invite wrath greater than any earthly punishment. 

 

Biblical Contrast: The Heart of Christ 

In stark contrast, Christ elevated women and cherished children. 

• He spoke with the Samaritan woman at the well, breaking cultural taboos and 
affirming her dignity (John 4). 

• He healed the daughter of Jairus, raising her to life (Mark 5:41–42). 

• He welcomed children, saying, “Suffer the little children, and forbid them not, to 
come unto me: for of such is the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 19:14). 

The gospel restores what militancy destroys. Where militants enslave, Christ frees. Where 
militants abuse, Christ heals. Where militants silence, Christ speaks life. 

 

Matthew 18:6 – A Stern Warning 

Christ’s words in Matthew 18:6 ring like thunder over the crimes of militancy: 

“Whoso shall offend one of these little ones… it were better for him that a millstone were 
hanged about his neck, and that he were drowned in the depth of the sea.” 

The language is severe. Better to die violently than to face the wrath of God for harming the 
vulnerable. This shows the seriousness with which God views such abuse. Militants who 
exploit women and children are not merely committing crimes against humanity but sins 
that cry out to heaven. 

 

Spiritual Roots of Abuse 

Why does militancy target women and children? Because Satan always seeks to destroy 
what God values most. From Pharaoh killing Hebrew infants (Exodus 1:22) to Herod 
slaughtering Bethlehem’s children (Matthew 2:16), the enemy has always targeted the 
vulnerable. Women and children are image-bearers of God and central to His plan for 
families, so the adversary attacks them relentlessly. 



Militant Islam is another expression of this ancient hatred. It is not merely a sociological 
phenomenon but a spiritual war against God’s design for life, family, and innocence. 

 

Lessons for Watchmen 

As watchmen, we must: 

1. Expose Abuse – Reveal the crimes of militancy against women and children. Do not 
let propaganda hide reality. 

2. Defend the Vulnerable – Support missions, ministries, and humanitarian efforts 
that protect and heal victims. 

3. Proclaim the Gospel – Only Christ can heal the wounds of trauma and restore 
dignity to the oppressed. 

4. Warn of Judgment – Declare boldly that those who abuse the vulnerable face the 
wrath of God. 

 

Conclusion 

Militant Islam claims to defend honor but dishonors women. It claims to protect the 
community but destroys children. Its abuse of the vulnerable is one of the clearest proofs 
of its satanic nature. 

Christ, by contrast, cherishes the vulnerable. He warns sternly against offending little ones 
and demonstrates His love for women and children. The contrast could not be clearer: 
militancy dehumanizes; Christ restores. Militancy exploits; Christ redeems. Militancy 
brings death; Christ gives life. 

The trumpet must sound: women and children are in the crossfire. To harm them is to stand 
under God’s fiercest judgment. But the gospel offers another way: protection, restoration, 
and eternal dignity in Christ. 
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Introduction 



Whenever a system drifts into stagnation or corruption, movements inevitably arise calling 
for “reform.” History is filled with such reformations—some genuine, some counterfeit. In 
Islam, militant movements often present themselves as reformers, promising to purify the 
faith, return it to its roots, and revive its supposed glory. 

But what these movements call “reform” is in truth a cycle of false revival. Instead of 
bringing holiness, they impose harsher laws. Instead of leading to life, they multiply death. 
Instead of cleansing corruption, they deepen bondage. 

Colossians 2:23 speaks directly to this pattern: 

“Which things have indeed a shew of wisdom in will worship, and humility, and neglecting 
of the body; not in any honour to the satisfying of the flesh.” 

False reform has an appearance of wisdom, discipline, and devotion. It looks holy but is 
empty. It is not true holiness, for it does not satisfy the soul, nor does it honor God. Militant 
“reform” movements in Islam—from Wahhabism in the 18th century to the radicalism of 
Sayyid Qutb in the 20th century—illustrate this tragic cycle. 

In this essay we will: 

1. Trace the history of Islamic “purification” movements. 

2. Examine Wahhabism as a false reform. 

3. Examine Qutb and modern radicalism as false revival. 

4. Show the cyclical nature of these movements. 

5. Compare them with Colossians 2:23 and biblical holiness. 

6. Offer Christ as the only true reformer and source of revival. 

 

The History of Purification in Islam 

From its beginnings, Islam has oscillated between expansion, corruption, and calls for 
renewal. Whenever societies stagnated or rulers became corrupt, reformers arose claiming 
to restore the “true faith.” 

But unlike biblical revival—where God awakens hearts to repentance and faith—Islamic 
reform has often meant harsher legalism, stricter outward conformity, and renewed 
violence. Instead of refreshing the soul, it enslaves it. Instead of awakening joy, it multiplies 
fear. 



Key reformist cycles include: 

• The Kharijites (7th century): Early extremists who declared other Muslims 
apostates and justified violence. 

• Ibn Taymiyyah (13th–14th century): A scholar whose writings on jihad and takfir 
influenced later militants. 

• Wahhabism (18th century): A movement in Arabia seeking to “purify” Islam by 
eradicating perceived innovations. 

• Qutbism (20th century): A radical ideology that redefined jihad as global 
revolutionary struggle. 

Each cycle claimed to restore purity but instead unleashed new waves of violence and 
division. 

 

Wahhabism: The False Reform of the Desert 

Origins 

In the 18th century, Muhammad ibn Abd al-Wahhab launched a campaign in the Arabian 
Peninsula to “purify” Islam. He denounced practices such as visiting shrines, venerating 
saints, and even traditional Sufi rituals as idolatry. His solution was a harsh return to what 
he claimed was the original Islam of Muhammad and the early caliphs. 

Alliance with Power 

Wahhab formed an alliance with the House of Saud, providing religious legitimacy to their 
political ambitions. This unholy union of militant religion and tribal power created a 
movement that swept through Arabia by force. Villages were destroyed, opponents were 
massacred, and shrines were demolished in the name of reform. 

False Holiness 

Wahhabism presented itself as holiness, but it was will-worship. Outward austerity 
replaced inward transformation. The external was cleansed, but the heart remained 
unchanged. Fear replaced faith; coercion replaced conviction. 

Colossians 2:23 perfectly describes Wahhabism: it had “a shew of wisdom in will-worship” 
but no true holiness. It disciplined bodies but did not honor God. 

 



Sayyid Qutb: The False Revival of the Modern Age 

Background 

In the 20th century, Egyptian writer Sayyid Qutb became a key figure in modern Islamist 
thought. Imprisoned for his opposition to secular governments, Qutb wrote extensively on 
the need to overthrow systems of jahiliyya (ignorance) and establish rule by shari’ah. 

Jihad Reinterpreted 

Qutb argued that jihad was not defensive but offensive—an obligation to dismantle un-
Islamic systems worldwide. His writings inspired later groups like al-Qa’ida and ISIS. 

False Revival 

Qutb framed his movement as revival, but it was counterfeit. Instead of reviving hearts, it 
radicalized minds. Instead of reforming lives, it destroyed them. His revival was not 
spiritual but political, not inward but outward, not holy but hateful. 

Again Colossians 2:23 applies: there was a show of wisdom, humility, and discipline, but 
no honor to God, only gratification of fleshly ambition. 

 

The Cyclical Nature of False Reform 

Militant Islam reveals a repeating cycle: 

1. Corruption – Societies drift into decadence or stagnation. 

2. Call for Purity – Leaders arise calling for return to “true” Islam. 

3. Violent Enforcement – Reform is imposed by force, producing fear and bloodshed. 

4. Decay Again – Movements eventually corrupt, leading to the next cycle. 

This cycle has repeated from the Kharijites to Wahhabism to Qutbism. Each claims to 
break the cycle but only repeats it. Why? Because the root problem is not external 
practices but the human heart. Outward reform cannot change inward corruption. 

 

Colossians 2:23 – The Verdict on False Reform 

Paul warned the Colossians against false holiness rooted in legalism: 

“Which things have indeed a shew of wisdom in will worship, and humility, and neglecting 
of the body; not in any honour to the satisfying of the flesh.” 



This verse exposes three marks of false reform: 

1. Appearance of Wisdom – False reform looks holy. Wahhab’s austerity and Qutb’s 
discipline seemed wise, but it was only outward. 

2. Harsh Treatment of the Body – False reform often emphasizes external 
restrictions: no music, no shrines, no Western influence. But external rules cannot 
purify the heart. 

3. No Honor to God – Instead of glorifying God, these reforms serve pride, power, and 
ambition. They satisfy the flesh, not the spirit. 

The verdict is clear: militant “purification” is not holiness but hypocrisy. It is will-worship, 
not worship of God. 

 

Biblical Contrast: True Reform and Revival 

True revival is not forced by law but birthed by grace. It is not outward austerity but inward 
transformation. 

• Ezekiel 36:26 – “A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within 
you.” 

• 2 Corinthians 5:17 – “If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature.” 

• Romans 12:2 – Transformation comes by renewing the mind, not enforcing rituals. 

The Reformation of the 16th century illustrates the difference. Martin Luther did not call for 
stricter rituals but for a return to the gospel of grace. True reform came not from multiplying 
laws but from rediscovering justification by faith. 

In contrast, Wahhabism and Qutbism multiply law without grace, creating bondage instead 
of freedom. 

 

Christ the Only True Reformer 

All false reform fails because it begins with man. True reform begins with Christ. He does 
not merely clean the outside of the cup but cleanses the heart (Matthew 23:26). He does 
not impose revival by fear but brings renewal by love. 



Where militancy produces death, Christ produces life. Where militancy enforces 
uniformity, Christ produces unity. Where militancy cycles through false reform, Christ 
produces lasting transformation. 

 

Lessons for Believers 

1. Discern Counterfeits – Not every call for reform is godly. Some are traps of legalism 
and pride. 

2. Expose False Revival – Show that movements like Wahhabism and Qutbism are not 
holiness but hypocrisy. 

3. Proclaim the Gospel – Only the gospel can bring true reform. Grace, not law; 
Christ, not coercion. 

4. Model True Revival – Live in such a way that people see the fruit of the Spirit: love, 
joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance 
(Galatians 5:22–23). 

 

Conclusion 

Militant Islam’s history is one of false reform and false revival. Wahhabism promised purity 
but delivered repression. Qutb promised revival but delivered radicalism. Each cycle has 
repeated the same error: focusing on outward law while ignoring inward grace. 

Colossians 2:23 exposes the futility of such efforts: they have a show of wisdom but no true 
holiness. They are will-worship, not God-worship. They satisfy the flesh, not the Spirit. 

The trumpet must sound: these are false reforms. The only true reform is Christ, who gives 
a new heart and a new spirit. The only true revival is the gospel, which transforms from the 
inside out. 

Militancy says, “Return to law and violence, and you will be pure.” Christ says, “Come unto 
me, and I will give you rest.” 

One produces endless cycles of bondage. The other produces eternal life. 
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Introduction 

Militant Islam thrives not only because of its own ideology but also because of the mistakes 
of its enemies. In the aftermath of September 11, 2001, Western nations launched what 
became known as the “war on terror.” Politicians declared war on al-Qa’ida, the Taliban, 
and later ISIS, promising security, victory, and peace. Trillions of dollars were spent. Armies 
marched. Regimes fell. 

Yet two decades later, terrorism persists. If anything, militant ideology has spread further 
across Africa, the Middle East, and Asia. Why? Because Western overreactions and 
missteps have often fed the narrative of militants, confirming their propaganda, 
alienating populations, and creating the very conditions in which jihad thrives. 

Psalm 127:1 declares a timeless principle: 

“Except the LORD build the house, they labour in vain that build it: except the LORD keep 
the city, the watchman waketh but in vain.” 

The West has labored to keep its cities through armies, surveillance, and war. But without 
the Lord, these efforts have been in vain. Militancy cannot be defeated by drones, bombs, 
or propaganda alone, for it is ultimately a spiritual battle. In this essay we will: 

1. Trace how Western responses to terrorism have often strengthened militancy. 

2. Show how overreactions fuel propaganda and recruitment. 

3. Examine specific examples: Afghanistan, Iraq, Guantanamo, and drone wars. 

4. Tie these missteps to Psalm 127:1. 

5. Contrast the futility of human strategies with the security that comes only from the 
Lord. 

 

Feeding the Narrative 

Militant groups thrive on stories—narratives of oppression, betrayal, and struggle. They tell 
young recruits: “The West hates Islam. They want to occupy your lands, steal your 
resources, and destroy your faith. Join us, and fight back.” 

When the West responds to terrorism with broad invasions, heavy-handed tactics, or 
abuses of power, it feeds this very narrative. Each civilian death, each humiliation at a 



checkpoint, each drone strike gone wrong becomes propaganda material. For every 
militant killed, dozens of recruits are created. 

 

Case Study 1: Afghanistan 

After 9/11, the U.S. invaded Afghanistan to topple the Taliban and destroy al-Qa’ida. The 
Taliban fell quickly, but the war dragged on for 20 years. Billions were spent, thousands of 
soldiers died, and countless Afghan civilians were caught in the crossfire. 

Militants used the occupation as proof of Western hostility. Every bombing of a wedding 
party, every civilian casualty became evidence that the West was the enemy of Islam. 
When the U.S. finally withdrew in 2021, the Taliban returned to power, stronger in their 
narrative of victory. 

Instead of eradicating militancy, the war gave militants a story: “We defeated the world’s 
greatest power by the will of Allah.” 

 

Case Study 2: Iraq 

The 2003 invasion of Iraq is perhaps the clearest example of Western complicity. Justified 
by false claims of weapons of mass destruction, the war toppled Saddam Hussein but 
unleashed chaos. The dismantling of Iraq’s army and government created a power vacuum. 
Sectarian violence erupted. Out of the ashes rose al-Qa’ida in Iraq, which later evolved into 
ISIS. 

What militants could never have achieved on their own, Western overreach made possible. 
ISIS exploited the chaos, claiming to defend Sunnis against Western-backed oppression. 
Recruitment soared, territory was seized, and the world faced a new wave of terror. 

Iraq stands as a tragic lesson: attempts to impose peace through force without God’s 
wisdom lead to greater war. 

 

Case Study 3: Guantanamo Bay and Torture 

The detention center at Guantanamo Bay became a symbol of Western hypocrisy. 
Prisoners were held indefinitely without trial, subjected to harsh interrogation, and paraded 
before the world as trophies of war. 



Militants seized on these images, pointing to them as proof that the West despises Muslims 
and human rights alike. Recruitment videos featured Guantanamo extensively. Former 
detainees, radicalized by mistreatment, often rejoined militant groups upon release. 

Instead of weakening jihadist ideology, Guantanamo fueled it, becoming a rallying cry for 
militancy worldwide. 

 

Case Study 4: Drone Warfare 

Drones have allowed the West to strike militants remotely, but they have also caused 
significant civilian casualties. Weddings, funerals, and gatherings have been hit. For 
families who lost loved ones, the drone became a faceless enemy, an angel of death from 
the skies. 

Militants use these tragedies to recruit: “Look how they kill your children from the sky. Join 
us, and fight back.” For each militant killed, the seeds of future militancy are sown in 
grieving families. 

 

Psalm 127:1 – The Futility of Human Security 

Psalm 127:1 provides God’s perspective: 

“Except the LORD keep the city, the watchman waketh but in vain.” 

The West has trusted in armies, surveillance, and technology. Watchmen scan the skies 
with drones, patrol streets with soldiers, and monitor communications with computers. Yet 
terrorism persists. Why? Because no amount of human vigilance can secure a city without 
the Lord. 

The problem is not merely external enemies but internal sin. Militancy is not just a political 
problem but a spiritual one. Until hearts are changed, no wall is high enough, no drone 
precise enough, no army large enough to bring peace. 

 

The Irony of Complicity 

By overreacting, the West has often: 

• Validated militant propaganda. 

• Alienated local populations. 



• Created power vacuums exploited by extremists. 

• Abandoned moral principles, fueling charges of hypocrisy. 

Thus, the West’s labor has often been in vain. Instead of keeping the city, it has weakened 
it. Instead of defeating terror, it has multiplied it. 

 

Biblical Lessons 

The Bible is filled with examples of nations trusting in military might rather than God: 

• Egypt trusted in chariots, but God judged them (Exodus 14:7–28). 

• Israel trusted in alliances with pagan nations, but God condemned them (Isaiah 
31:1). 

• Babylon trusted in walls, but God overthrew them (Daniel 5:30–31). 

In each case, human strength without God proved futile. The same is true today. The West 
cannot bomb its way to peace. It cannot legislate its way to security. Only God can keep the 
city. 

 

Christ as the True Keeper 

The ultimate keeper of the city is Christ. He is the Good Shepherd who lays down His life for 
the sheep (John 10:11). He is the one who guards His people, not with drones or armies, 
but with His presence. 

Philippians 4:7 promises: “And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall 
keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.” True security is not in armies but in the 
peace of God. 

 

Application for Watchmen 

As believers, what should we do? 

1. Expose Complicity – Point out how Western strategies often feed the militant 
narrative. 

2. Proclaim the True Keeper – Remind the world that only the Lord can keep the city. 



3. Avoid False Confidence – Do not place ultimate trust in governments, armies, or 
technology. 

4. Pray for Leaders – Intercede that leaders would have wisdom to act justly and not 
fuel cycles of violence. 

5. Proclaim the Gospel – The only way to break the cycle is to transform hearts 
through Christ. 

 

Conclusion 

The West’s complicity in the rise of militancy is undeniable. Afghanistan, Iraq, 
Guantanamo, and drone wars have all provided militants with propaganda and recruits. 
The war on terror, intended to bring peace, has often produced greater chaos. 

Psalm 127:1 explains why: without the Lord, all human labor is in vain. Watchmen may 
wake, drones may fly, armies may march, but the city will not be safe unless God keeps it. 

Militant Islam thrives on false narratives, but the West has too often validated those 
narratives. The only true solution is not military power but divine protection, not human 
strategies but the gospel of peace. 

As watchmen, we must sound the trumpet: the city will not be kept by bombs, walls, or 
watchmen alone. Only the Lord can keep the city. Only Christ can bring lasting peace. 
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Introduction 

Every journey through error and darkness must end with truth and light. For fourteen essays 
we have traced the characteristics, causes, and consequences of militant Islam. We have 
seen its cycles of fear, violence, control, and false reform. We have exposed its abuse of 
women and children, its weaponization of ideology, and its de-civilizing effects. 

But our task as watchmen does not end with exposure. It must culminate in proclamation: 
the proclamation of Christ, the true and living Savior. For in the end, this series is not about 
Islam versus the West, or militancy versus democracy. It is about false religion versus the 
true gospel. It is about bondage versus liberty, law versus grace, and death versus life. 

The Apostle Paul declared in Galatians 5:1: 



“Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not 
entangled again with the yoke of bondage.” 

This verse captures the ultimate contrast. Militant religion offers bondage; Christ offers 
liberty. Militant religion enforces law; Christ fulfills law with grace. Militant religion enslaves 
minds and bodies; Christ frees hearts and souls. 

In this conclusion, we will: 

1. Contrast the false system of militant Islam with the true gospel of Christ. 

2. Expose the futility of all militant religion. 

3. Offer hope to Muslims trapped in deception. 

4. Call believers to stand fast in liberty and proclaim Christ with boldness. 

 

False Systems: The Marks of Militant Religion 

Across history, false religions share common traits. Whether it is militant Islam, medieval 
inquisitions, or modern cults, the patterns repeat: 

1. Control Through Fear 
Fear is the currency of false systems. Obedience is coerced, not chosen. Militants 
terrify with threats of hell, apostasy, or execution. But 2 Timothy 1:7 declares: “God 
hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.” 

2. Bondage to Law 
False religion multiplies rules but cannot change hearts. Wahhabism, Qutbism, and 
others claim holiness by law but produce only legalism. Romans 3:20 reminds us: 
“By the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight.” 

3. Violence as Purification 
Militants claim violence purifies society. But violence only corrupts. Romans 1:29 
lists “murder” among the marks of reprobation, not holiness. 

4. Counterfeit Community 
The umma is presented as unity, but it is forced conformity. Those who dissent are 
branded apostates. By contrast, the body of Christ is voluntary, diverse, and united 
in love. 

5. False Hope of Salvation 
Militancy promises paradise to martyrs, but it cannot deliver. John 14:6 gives the 



true hope: “I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but 
by me.” 

False religion always overpromises and underdelivers. It offers fear instead of peace, law 
instead of grace, violence instead of love, conformity instead of fellowship, and false hope 
instead of eternal life. 

 

The True Gospel: Grace and Liberty in Christ 

The gospel stands in absolute contrast. Where militant religion enslaves, the gospel 
liberates. Where false reform punishes the body, the gospel renews the heart. Where 
militants shed others’ blood, the gospel proclaims salvation through Christ’s blood. 

Grace, Not Works 

Ephesians 2:8–9 declares: 

“For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: not 
of works, lest any man should boast.” 

Salvation is not earned by jihad, law-keeping, or martyrdom. It is received by grace through 
faith. This is the heart of liberty: salvation as gift, not wage. 

Liberty, Not Bondage 

John 8:36 promises: “If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.” 
Liberty in Christ is not political but spiritual: freedom from sin, fear, and condemnation. 
Militants may build prisons of law and fear, but Christ sets captives free. 

Love, Not Hatred 

1 John 4:7–8 teaches: “Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God… He that loveth 
not knoweth not God; for God is love.” Where militants glorify hatred of outsiders, Christ 
commands love of enemies. 

Life, Not Death 

Militant Islam glorifies death. The gospel glorifies life. John 10:10 contrasts the thief who 
comes “to steal, and to kill, and to destroy” with Christ who came that we “might have life, 
and… have it more abundantly.” 

 

The Futility of Militant Religion 



History proves the futility of militant religion. The Kharijites burned themselves out. 
Wahhabism plunged Arabia into repression. Qutb’s ideology birthed groups that destroyed 
societies. ISIS proclaimed a caliphate, then collapsed in rubble. 

False religion cannot sustain itself because it is built on sand. Jesus said in Matthew 7:26–
27: 

“Every one that heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them not, shall be likened unto a 
foolish man, which built his house upon the sand: And the rain descended, and the floods 
came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell: and great was the fall of it.” 

Militant religion builds on the sand of fear, law, and violence. The storms of history expose 
its weakness. But the gospel builds on the rock of Christ, who cannot be shaken. 

 

Hope for Muslims Who Seek Truth 

Even as we expose the darkness of militant Islam, we must hold out hope for Muslims. 
Many are deceived, but not beyond the reach of grace. God has opened the eyes of 
countless former Muslims who now proclaim Christ boldly. 

Stories of Transformation 

• A jihadist in North Africa who once persecuted Christians had a vision of Christ and 
now preaches the gospel. 

• Former radicals in the Middle East testify that the love of Christians, even under 
persecution, opened their eyes to the truth. 

• In refugee camps, Muslims fleeing violence have received Bibles and found peace in 
Christ. 

These testimonies prove the gospel’s power. Where militancy enslaves, Christ liberates. 
Where hatred blinds, Christ enlightens. 

The Invitation of Christ 

Matthew 11:28–30 extends the invitation: 

“Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my 
yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto 
your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 

To Muslims weary of fear, weary of law, weary of striving—Christ offers rest. His yoke is not 
heavy like shari’ah but light. His burden is not bondage but liberty. 



 

Lessons for Believers 

As watchmen, how should we conclude this series? 

1. Stand Fast in Liberty 
Galatians 5:1 commands us to stand firm in the liberty of Christ. We must resist 
legalism and fear, modeling the freedom that militants counterfeit. 

2. Expose False Religion 
Continue to expose the errors of militant Islam, not out of hatred but out of love for 
truth and for the deceived. 

3. Proclaim Christ Boldly 
Do not shrink back from declaring the exclusivity of Christ. He alone is the way, the 
truth, and the life. 

4. Offer Hope 
Always hold out hope to Muslims. Many are trapped, but God is calling them. Our 
task is not only to expose darkness but to shine light. 

 

Conclusion 

Militant religion is a false system of bondage, fear, and violence. It promises purity but 
delivers corruption. It promises glory but delivers shame. It promises paradise but delivers 
destruction. 

The gospel of Christ is the true alternative. It offers grace, not works; liberty, not bondage; 
love, not hatred; life, not death. It is the power of God unto salvation to everyone who 
believes (Romans 1:16). 

For Muslims seeking truth, the invitation is clear: not jihad but Jesus, not law but grace, not 
death but life. Christ alone satisfies the longing soul. Christ alone forgives sin. Christ alone 
brings peace with God. 

As watchmen, our series ends with this trumpet blast: Christ versus militant religion is 
not a contest of equals. Christ has already won. The cross and the empty tomb prove 
His victory. Militant systems will fall, but the kingdom of Christ will endure forever. 

“And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free” (John 8:32). 



This is the hope we proclaim, the liberty we defend, and the gospel we entrust to all who 
will hear. 

 

 

Conclusion to the Series: Exposing Islam – Christ vs. Militant Religion 

A Call to Knowledge 

The prophet Hosea declared: 

“My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: because thou hast rejected knowledge, I 
will also reject thee…” (Hosea 4:6). 

This warning resounds today. Too many believers remain unaware of the dangers of Islam, 
its militant spirit, and its spread in our world. Too many confuse tolerance with truth, 
silence with compassion, and ignorance with peace. But ignorance is destruction. Silence 
is complicity. Lack of knowledge leaves the flock vulnerable to wolves. 

This series has sought to shine light where darkness hides. We have uncovered the false 
promises of militant Islam, its cycles of control, its abuse of the vulnerable, its de-civilizing 
effect, and even the complicity of the West in feeding its growth. We have contrasted these 
false systems with the true gospel of grace and liberty in Christ. 

Now we must answer the question: How should Bible believers respond? 

 

How We Respond 

1. With Discernment 

We cannot afford blindness. We must know what Islam teaches, how it operates, and why 
it appeals. Knowledge equips us to resist deception. Discernment protects us from 
compromise. 

2. With Boldness 

The Apostle Paul asked for prayer that he might speak boldly as he ought (Ephesians 6:19–
20). In a world increasingly hostile to truth, we must not shrink back. We must proclaim the 
gospel of Christ without shame, even when it collides with Islam’s claims. 

3. With Love 



To expose a false system is not to hate its adherents. We remember that Christ died for 
Muslims as much as for anyone else. We must extend love even as we speak truth. We 
must distinguish between the spirit of Islam, which is antichrist, and the souls of Muslims, 
who are precious in God’s sight and in need of salvation. 

4. With Scripture 

The sword of the Spirit is our weapon (Ephesians 6:17). Not political arguments, not 
cultural complaints, but the Word of God. Only Scripture can pierce the heart, dismantle 
error, and point to Christ. 

5. With Prayer 

The battle is spiritual, not merely political. We must intercede for Muslims, for nations, and 
for fellow believers facing persecution. Prayer pulls down strongholds no human strategy 
can touch. 

 

The Contrast That Cannot Be Ignored 

Militant Islam offers fear; Christ offers peace. 
Militant Islam demands law; Christ fulfills the law with grace. 
Militant Islam glorifies death; Christ conquered death and gives eternal life. 
Militant Islam enforces conformity; Christ gives liberty. 

The difference is absolute. As Bible believers, we must never compromise or blur this 
contrast. To do so would betray both truth and souls. 

 

The Trumpet Must Sound 

We are living in a time when Islam’s influence is not distant but near. Mosques rise in small-
town America. The Nation of Islam grows in influence. Radical ideologies spread online, 
reaching youth across the globe. If we remain silent, if we lack knowledge, if we shrink 
back, then Hosea’s warning becomes our reality: “My people are destroyed for lack of 
knowledge.” 

But if we sound the trumpet, if we expose darkness, if we proclaim Christ, then we stand as 
true watchmen. Our duty is clear: warn, expose, and point to Christ. 

 

Christ, the Final Word 



False systems rise and fall. Empires and movements boast of power but collapse into 
history’s dust. The militant ideologies of yesterday lie broken; the militant ideologies of 
today will do the same. But Christ abides forever. 

“Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end” (Isaiah 9:7). 

This is our confidence. We expose Islam not because we fear its endurance but because 
we love the souls trapped within it. We proclaim Christ not because we doubt His victory 
but because we know it is certain. 

The conclusion is simple: Christ versus militant religion is not a contest of equals. 
Christ has already won. 

 

Final Word to Believers 

Beloved, stand fast. Do not be destroyed for lack of knowledge. Study, discern, pray, 
proclaim. Know what Islam teaches, but more importantly, know the power of the gospel 
that shatters its claims. Be bold. Be loving. Be rooted in the King James Bible. And 
remember: 

“Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not 
entangled again with the yoke of bondage.” (Galatians 5:1). 

This is our calling, our duty, and our hope. 

 


