The Book of Haggai

The Book of Haggai, found in the Old Testament of the Bible, is a prophetic work attributed to the
prophet Haggai. It contains messages of encouragement and exhortation to the people of Judah during the

period of the post-exilic restoration. Here's an introduction to the Book of Haggai:

Authorship and Date: The Book of Haggai is attributed to the prophet Haggai, whose name
means "festal" or "festive." Haggai prophesied during the early years of the post-exilic period,
around 520 BCE, following the return of the Israelites from captivity in Babylon.

Historical Context: Haggai prophesied during a time of political, social, and economic upheaval
in Judah. The returned exiles faced numerous challenges, including opposition from neighboring
peoples, economic hardship, and spiritual apathy. The temple in Jerusalem lay in ruins, and the
people had neglected their commitment to rebuild it.

Content

Call to Rebuild the Temple: The central message of Haggai is a call to the people of Judah to
prioritize the rebuilding of the temple in Jerusalem. Haggai rebukes the people for their
indifference and procrastination, urging them to consider their ways and take action to restore the
house of the Lord.

Promise of Blessing: Haggai assures the people that if they obey God's command to rebuild the
temple, He will bless them and prosper their efforts. Haggai encourages the people to trust in
God's faithfulness and providence, even in the face of adversity and opposition.

The Glory of the Future Temple: Haggai prophesies that the glory of the future temple will
surpass that of the former temple. He anticipates a day when the Lord will fill the temple with His
presence and bring about a time of peace and prosperity for the nation.

Encouragement to Zerubbabel and Joshua: Haggai offers words of encouragement and
support to Zerubbabel, the governor of Judah, and Joshua, the high priest, who were tasked with
leading the rebuilding efforts. He assures them of God's presence and assistance in their
leadership roles.

Covenant Faithfulness: Haggai emphasizes the importance of covenant faithfulness and
obedience to God's commandments. He calls the people to repentance and renewal, urging them
to prioritize their relationship with God and His house above all else.

Key Themes

Priority of Worship and Obedience: The Book of Haggai underscores the importance of
prioritizing worship and obedience to God. Haggai challenges the people to reconsider their
values and commitments, urging them to devote themselves wholeheartedly to the service of God
and the rebuilding of His house.

Divine Blessing and Provision: Haggai assures the people that if they obey God's commands and
prioritize His house, He will bless them and provide for their needs. Haggai encourages the
people to trust in God's faithfulness and providence, even in times of difficulty and uncertainty.



e The Glory of God's Presence: Haggai anticipates a future day when the glory of God's presence
will fill the temple in Jerusalem. He looks forward to a time of restoration and renewal, when God
will dwell among His people and bring about a new era of peace and prosperity.

e Leadership and Responsibility: The Book of Haggai highlights the roles of leaders such as
Zerubbabel and Joshua in guiding the people and carrying out God's purposes. Haggai encourages
leaders to be faithful, courageous, and obedient to God's commands, trusting in His promises and
providence.

Literary Style: The Book of Haggai is characterized by its straightforward and concise style. Haggai
delivers his messages with clarity and urgency, using simple language and direct appeals to the people.
His prophecies are marked by a sense of immediacy and relevance to the contemporary situation.

In summary, the Book of Haggai offers a timely message of encouragement, challenge, and hope to the
people of God. Through its calls to prioritize worship, obedience, and faithfulness, Haggai's prophecy
challenges readers to examine their own lives and commitments, trusting in God's promises and
providence for the future.
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CHAPTER 1

A Command to Rebuild the Lord’s House; The People’s Obedience

A Command to Rebuild the Lord’s House

1 In the second year of Darius the king, in the sixth month, in the first day of the month, came the word of
the Lord by Haggai the prophet unto Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua the
son of Josedech, the high priest, saying,

2 Thus speaketh the Lord of hosts, saying, This people say, The time is not come, the time that the Lord's
house should be built.

3 Then came the word of the Lord by Haggai the prophet, saying,

4 Is it time for you, O ye, to dwell in your cieled houses, and this house lie waste?

5 Now therefore thus saith the Lord of hosts; Consider your ways.

6 Ye have sown much, and bring in little; ye eat, but ye have not enough; ye drink, but ye are not filled
with drink; ye clothe you, but there is none warm; and he that earneth wages earneth wages to put it into a
bag with holes.

7 Thus saith the Lord of hosts; Consider your ways.

8 Go up to the mountain, and bring wood, and build the house; and I will take pleasure in it, and I will be
glorified, saith the Lord.

9 Ye looked for much, and, lo it came to little; and when ye brought it home, I did blow upon it. Why?
saith the Lord of hosts. Because of mine house that is waste, and ye run every man unto his own house.

10 Therefore the heaven over you is stayed from dew, and the earth is stayed from her fruit.

11 And I called for a drought upon the land, and upon the mountains, and upon the corn, and upon the
new wine, and upon the oil, and upon that which the ground bringeth forth, and upon men, and upon
cattle, and upon all the labour of the hands.

The People’s Obedience

12 Then Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Joshua the son of Josedech, the high priest, with all the
remnant of the people, obeyed the voice of the Lord their God, and the words of Haggai the prophet, as
the Lord their God had sent him, and the people did fear before the Lord.

13 Then spake Haggai the Lord's messenger in the Lord's message unto the people, saying, I am with you,
saith the Lord.

14 And the Lord stirred up the spirit of Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and the spirit
of Joshua the son of Josedech, the high priest, and the spirit of all the remnant of the people; and they
came and did work in the house of the Lord of hosts, their God,

15 In the four and twentieth day of the sixth month, in the second year of Darius the king.

CHAPTER 2

The Coming Glory for the Second Temple; Though the People Are Defile, the Lord Will Bless Them; A Promise to Zerubbabel

The Coming Glory for the Second Temple
1 In the seventh month, in the one and twentieth day of the month, came the word of the Lord by the
prophet Haggai, saying,



2 Speak now to Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua the son of Josedech, the
high priest, and to the residue of the people, saying,

3 Who is left among you that saw this house in her first glory? and how do ye see it now? is it not in your
eyes in comparison of it as nothing?

4 Yet now be strong, O Zerubbabel, saith the Lord; and be strong, O Joshua, son of Josedech, the high
priest; and be strong, all ye people of the land, saith the Lord, and work: for I am with you, saith the Lord
of hosts:

5 According to the word that I covenanted with you when ye came out of Egypt, so my spirit remaineth
among you: fear ye not.

6 For thus saith the Lord of hosts; Yet once, it is a little while, and I will shake the heavens, and the earth,
and the sea, and the dry land;

7 And I will shake all nations, and the desire of all nations shall come: and I will fill this house with glory,
saith the Lord of hosts.

8 The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, saith the Lord of hosts.

9 The glory of this latter house shall be greater than of the former, saith the Lord of hosts: and in this
place will I give peace, saith the Lord of hosts.

Though the People Are Defile, the Lord Will Bless Them

10 In the four and twentieth day of the ninth month, in the second year of Darius, came the word of the
Lord by Haggai the prophet, saying,

11 Thus saith the Lord of hosts; Ask now the priests concerning the law, saying,

12 If one bear holy flesh in the skirt of his garment, and with his skirt do touch bread, or pottage, or wine,
or oil, or any meat, shall it be holy? And the priests answered and said, No.

13 Then said Haggai, If one that is unclean by a dead body touch any of these, shall it be unclean? And
the priests answered and said, It shall be unclean.

14 Then answered Haggai, and said, So is this people, and so is this nation before me, saith the Lord; and
so is every work of their hands; and that which they offer there is unclean.

15 And now, I pray you, consider from this day and upward, from before a stone was laid upon a stone in
the temple of the Lord:

16 Since those days were, when one came to an heap of twenty measures, there were but ten: when one
came to the pressfat for to draw out fifty vessels out of the press, there were but twenty.

17 I smote you with blasting and with mildew and with hail in all the labours of your hands; yet ye turned
not to me, saith the Lord.

18 Consider now from this day and upward, from the four and twentieth day of the ninth month, even
from the day that the foundation of the Lord's temple was laid, consider it.

19 Is the seed yet in the barn? yea, as yet the vine, and the fig tree, and the pomegranate, and the olive
tree, hath not brought forth: from this day will I bless you.

A Promise to Zerubbabel

20 And again the word of the Lord came unto Haggai in the four and twentieth day of the month, saying,
21 Speak to Zerubbabel, governor of Judah, saying, I will shake the heavens and the earth;

22 And I will overthrow the throne of kingdoms, and I will destroy the strength of the kingdoms of the
heathen; and I will overthrow the chariots, and those that ride in them; and the horses and their riders shall
come down, every one by the sword of his brother.



23 In that day, saith the Lord of hosts, will I take thee, O Zerubbabel, my servant, the son of Shealtiel,
saith the Lord, and will make thee as a signet: for I have chosen thee, saith the Lord of hosts.



